.-f'o# El

This Week in Pale;ﬁﬁe
.II"/'
o

EVERY CHIL
IN PALESTIN



Cover: Children from East Jerusalem
participating in a sports day organized
by UNICEF, UN Women, and Paces to
celebrate the 30" anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the International Day of the Girl.

Photo by Ahed Izhiman,
UNICEF-SoP/2019.

unicef &

for every child

This special issue of This Week in Palestine
themed “FOR EVERY CHILD IN PALESTINE”,
is sponsored by UNICEF. The contents of this
publication are the sole responsibility of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views
of UNICEF.

This publication is

P
o‘\'&“ fo,y%
< n A%

PALESTINE
S

The views presented in the articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publisher.

Maps herein have been prepared solely for the
convenience of the reader; the designations and
presentation of material do not imply any expression
of opinion of This Week in Palestine, its publisher,
editor, or its advisory board as to the legal status of
any country, territory, city, or area, or the authorities
thereof, or as to the delimitation of boundaries or
national affiliation.

deisory Board

Minister Ziad Bandak

Adviser to the president and chairman of the
Presidential Committee for the Restoration of
the Nativity Church

Sliman Mansour
Artist

Amid Masri
Agriculturist

Mahmoud Muna
The Bookseller of Jerusalem

Carol Sansour
Poet, Communication Specialist

Fida Touma
Director General of A.M. Qattan Foundation

oorthcoming Issues

December 2019

Palestinian Christians

Special Issue

The Treasures of the Nativity
January 2020

Palestinian Start-ups

February 2020

Palestine: Regional and International
Perspectives

0 WiP Team

Publisher: Sani P. Meo
Art Director: Taisir Masrieh
Graphic Design: Tamer Hasbun

Telefax: +970/2 2-295 1262
info@turbo-design.com
www.thisweekinpalestine.com
www.facebook.com/ThisWeekInPalestine

Printed by
Studio Alpha, Al-Ram, Jerusalem.

Message from the Editor

It's been a pleasure to work on this special issue of This Week in
Palestine, themed “For Every Child in Palestine.” The topic itself touches
one’s heart, and it is encouraging to learn that so many good people and
institutions are working to alleviate the suffering and pain of Palestinian
children, particularly those in remote locations and in impoverished
communities.

UNICEF initiated the idea of this special issue to coincide with the 30™
anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC). The CRC is basically a human rights treaty that sets
out the civil, political, economic, social, health, and cultural rights of
children.

The content of this special issue covers a wide spectrum of basic
children’s rights and topics, including education, health, water, sanitation,
hygiene, food security, psychological and social determinants, safe
space, human rights issues, and statistics from the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics. The issue also includes lighter material such the
story of a walk along Masar Ibrahim (Abraham’s path), a very popular
hiking trail in Palestine. Finally, there is a lovely interview with ten children
who share what they would like to be when they grow up.

This Week in Palestine would like to thank UNICEF for the confidence
shown in choosing our platform to promote such an important topic. We
pray that we have lived up to their expectations, and we hope that you,
our readers, will enjoy and learn more by reading this special issue.

The TWiP Collective
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Foreword

| By Jamie McGoldrick
and Genevieve Boutin

hy such a focus? For one thing, November 2019 marks
30 years since the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) was signed in 1989. It is the most widely ratified
international human rights treaty, which reminds the world
that children are holders of rights, and adults — in particular
governments — are responsible for upholding these rights.

Second, and more importantly, we feel that this moment
marks a crossroads for children’s rights in Palestine.
The considerable advances realized in the past decades,
notably the near-universal coverage in immunization and
very high enrolment rates in primary education — including
for girls — are particularly commendable in the midst of
multiple obstacles that result from continued occupation,
sporadic armed conflict, chronic instability, and shortage
of resources. The commitment of Palestinian families,
communities, and authorities to the rights of children
is manifested every day in investment decisions made
by the Palestinian Authority as well as the dedication of
professionals in health, education, social work, and other
fields.

At the same time, much remains to be done. Too many
children still do not enjoy their full rights or get a fair
chance to realize their potential. This may be because they
were born with a disability, live in a hard-to-reach area, are
affected by movement restrictions or other conflict-related
violations, or are exposed to violence at home, at school,
or in the streets. Of urgent concern also is the fact that
the advances made thus far are under threat because of
fiscal limitations, continued occupation-related violence
and other restrictions, and the lack of investments in
sustainable systems, in particular in the Gaza Strip due to
the division and blockade.

The articles in this collection aim to
contribute to the ongoing collective
reflection on how to safeguard and
promote rights @ForEveryChild in
the unique and challenging context
of Palestine. As we look forward
to the presentation of the State of
Palestine’s first State Party report to
the Convention on the Rights of the
Child in January 2020, we invite all
stakeholders to explore innovative
ways to do more and better, for each
and every girl and boy.

Jamie MecGoldrick is the United
Nations Resident Coordinator and
Humanitarian  Coordinator for the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Genevieve  Boutin is  UNICEF’s
Special Representative in the State of
Palestine.

Palestinian girls participating in the hike along the Masar Ibrahim Trail, celebrating 30
years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Photo © UNICEF-SoP/2019.
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for every child

Children’s Rights
and the CRC

By Iain Murray

he year 2019 marks the 30" anniversary of the
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(GRC). The CRC builds upon the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights proclaimed in 1948, which states
that fundamental human rights are to be universally
protected; it has beentranslated into over 500
languages, making it the most translated document
in human history." These human rights treaties lay out
a framework for everyone to be entitled to rights and
freedoms without discrimination due to race, gender,
religion, national or social origin, or birth, among
other factors. Once ratified at the national level, these
human rights treaties become part of a country’s
national legal system, and the state has an obligation
to enact laws to ensure that these rights are upheld
and enforced.

The CRC entered into force globally on November 20,
1989 and has since become the most widely ratified
human rights treaty in history. The CRC codifies
children’s rights, including the rights to life, survival,
and development; freedom of expression; and
protection from abuse and neglect. The Palestinian
Authority ratified it in 2014, alongside six other global
human rights treaties, including the Convention on the
Rights of Women and the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disability. The government of Israel
ratified the CRC in 1991.

Children’s rights around the world

Globally, since the CRC was adopted
in 1989, many children’s lives have
improved. The number of children
missing out on primary school has
been reduced by almost 40 percent.
The number of children stunted under
five years of age has dropped by
over 100 million. Three decades ago,
polio paralyzed or killed almost 1,000
children every day — today, 99 percent
of those cases have been eliminated.
Many of the interventions behind this
progress — such as vaccines, oral
rehydration salts, and better nutrition
— have been practical and cost-
effective. The rise of digital and mobile
technology and other innovations
have made it easier and more efficient
to deliver services in hard-to-reach
communites and engage young
people in debates.

more children will demand their rights
in order to grow and thrive, and they
will require access to quality health
and education services.

Globally, poverty, inequality, and
discrimination  deny millions  of
children their rights. As many as
15,000 children under five die every
day, mostly from treatable diseases
and other preventable causes. The
stubborn challenges of child marriage
and child poverty continue to threaten
children’s health and futures. The list
of child-rights challenges is long.

For example, whilst the numbers of
children in school is higher than ever,
the challenge of achieving quality
education remains. Being in school
is not the same as learning. More
than 60 percent of primary school
children in developing countries still

unicef &

Two Palestinian students receiving back-to-school kits at one of the schools in the Gaza Strip.

Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

In 2016, there were 2.3 billion children
under 18 years old globally, of whom
153 million lived in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region. With
population growth in the MENA region,

fail to achieve minimum proficiency
in learning, and half the world’s teens
face violence in and around school,
which renders the school environment
unsafe.



Children today face new challenges.
There are conflicts across the MENA
region, globalization and urbanization
place new pressures on children, and
we face new weather phenomena due
to climate change. However, the child-
led Global Climate Strike movement
has shown us the importance of
children’s voices in flagging their
concerns. Sixteen children from
across the world are currently
petitioning the CRC Committee to hold
five of the world’s leading economic
powers accountable for inaction on
the climate crisis."

Child rights in the state of Palestine

Major strides have been made in the
last decades to improve the situation
of children in the State of Palestine,
with social indicators such as near-
universal  immunization  coverage
and high school enrollment rates
— including for girls — in primary
education.

However, across Palestine, more
than one million children are in need
of humanitarian assistance, including
almost 80 percent of the population in
Gaza, who are reliant on some form of
humanitarian assistance. Almost one-
third of Palestinian families live below
the poverty line, defined as a monthly
expenditure of less than US$640.
Unemployment rates are high, with
youth unemployment in the Gaza Strip
reaching 60 percent — this is one of the
highest rates in the world.

Much remains to be done for every
Palestinian child to realize his or her
full potential. This entails addressing
the many obstacles that children and
young people face in accessing basic
services and securing their rights.
Such obstacles are due to many
factors, not least the very high levels
of violence they are exposed to as a
result of the continuing conflict as
well as violence in their schools and
communities.
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Some 61 percent of students have
reported witnessing physical violence
atschool, and 91 percent of Palestinian
children have reported experiencing
psychological aggression or physical
punishment. Conflict-related violence
leaves a significant impact on the
physical and mental well-being of
children. In 2017, 15 Palestinian
children were killed and 1,160 injured;
4 Israeli children were reported injured
— all in incidents related to armed
conflict. Children continue to endure
violations of due process when held
in Israeli military detention in the West
Bank and Jerusalem.

Every day, however, Palestinian
children are the source of inspiring
stories of resilience and hope. Many
adolescents  demonstrate  great
skills and talents, a determination
to continue to learn and to succeed
despite the odds, and a drive to come
up with innovative solutions to the
problems that their communities face
in order to help build a brighter, more
peaceful future.

Thirty years of the CRC for Palestine

November 2019 not only marks the
30" year of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, it also marks
the first year in which the State of
Palestine has submitted a report to
the CRC Committee in Geneva. Civil-
society organizations have also raised
their issues of concern. To promote
children’s voices, the Palestinian
Authority (PA) consulted children
during the development of the State
of Palestine report to the CRC. In
January 2020, the PA will present the
State report to the committee, after
which the committee will issue a list
of issues for the PA to respond to over
the next five years.

The system of reporting and State
response on a five-year cycle applies
to all State Parties which have ratified
the CRC, including both the State

of Palestine and Israel. This system
holds States accountable to deliver
on children’s rights and demonstrate
evidence of what they are doing to
uphold these rights. This allows States
to demonstrate the progress they are
making to realize children’s rights by
putting systems in place, increasing
services, and engaging children in
the discussion on what matters for
them. The government is accountable
to ensure that that rights of children
in Palestine — whoever and wherever
they are — are upheld.

We can all use the child-rights
framework to take opportunities to
break down barriers that endanger
children and young people and prevent

them from reaching their potential. We
can harness innovation, including
digital technology and social media,
to give children and young people a
platform to demand accountability and
drive change. If children and young
people have a voice in society, they
can demand their rights and secure
the rights of the next generations of
children in the State of Palestine.

lain Murray is the Chief of the Social
Policy, Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation programme in the UNICEF
State of Palestine Country Office. He
is Scottish and has worked for UNICEF
for over ten years in the MENA region
and Sub-Saharan Africa.

' https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/.
" https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AnewworldrecordUDHR.aspx.
" https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/SOWC_2017_ENG_WEB.pdf.

w https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org.

“In the future, | would like to become an engineerto-build
a real house for my family, so that they would not have to
live in a tent,” explains Ahlam, 8, from Sh’ib al-Butum in
Hebron’s hills, southern West Bank.
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The Convention on the
Rights of the Child and
Palestine Refugee Children

By Matthias Schmale
and Gwyn Lewis

he 30" anniversary of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC) is a good time to pause and reflect
upon what the convention has meant for the protection
of Palestine refugee” children who live in the occupied
Palestinian territory today. When the CRC was adopted
in 1989, children were promised that their rights would
be protected, promoted, and respected. Thirty years
ago, however, was also a date that marked the Israeli
occupation entering its 22" year while the first Intifada
was raging, and Palestine refugees had already been
displaced for over four decades. At the time, the CRC
provided hope to Palestine refugee children: it spoke to
them about their right to be safe in their homes, to go
to school, to reach a doctor who could provide care,
to enjoy opportunities to learn and to play, and to be
protected in order to survive and to thrive.

Today, there are achievements to celebrate in terms
of the rights of Palestine refugee children as provided
for under the convention. UNRWA provides hundreds
of thousands of children with high quality education
services (including during times of crisis) and access
to effective primary health services every day. Our
schools incorporate a human-rights, conflict-resolution,
and tolerance curriculum, unique in the region. Children
have shown us their happiness, joy, achievement,
resilience, hope, willingness to stand up, try again,
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Mr. Pierre Krahenbiihl, UNRWA Commissioner General, and Mr. Takeshi Okubo, Ambassador for Palestinian
Affairs and Representative of Japan (in the foreground), during their meeting with members of UNRWA school
parliament at UNRWA Headquarters office in Gaza City. Photo by Rushdi Al-Sarraj. © 2017 UNRWA.

push back, speak out, make change,
and find a way to claim their rights.
And there are, throughout the
communities of Gaza and the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem,
many who stand alongside the
children to realize their rights. There
are youth groups, women’s groups,
volunteers, local councils, NGOs,
social services, INGOs, and UNRWA,
whose incredible staff work in our 64
primary health clinics and our 370
schools across Palestine. In addition,
our social workers, counsellors,
protection officers, and volunteers
provide vital support to the most
vulnerable children.

While there is much to celebrate,
we must also reflect on today’s real
challenges and how the aspirations
of the CRC have not been met for
Palestine refugee children. Children
born today in Palestine are brought
up under the longest-standing
military occupation in recent history,
with little hope of an imminent
political solution. If we want to speak
of challenges to children’s rights,
we have to speak not only of the
occupation but of everyday violence,
armed conflict in the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian disunity, and protracted
displacement. The human impact of
these challenges should be at the
forefront of our minds.

Imagine Amal, 16 years old and
living in Dheishen Camp. She is
continuously worried about the next
time Israeli soldiers will enter the
camp: When will they arrive? Middle
of the night? Just before dawn?
Will there be tear gas, will there be
shooting? Which children will be
arrested, where will they be taken,
who will protect their rights?

Mahmoud, only ten years old, is
fighting for his life in Gaza. Diagnosed
with a serious illness that needs
medicine, surgery, and special care.
Can they keep the medicine cold at
home? Is there enough fuel? The
doctors he needs and the surgery he
is waiting for are in East Jerusalem.
When will his permit arrive so he can
receive medical treatment beyond
Gaza? Can his father travel with him?
How long will they be allowed to
stay outside Gaza? What will happen
if there are more rockets fired from
Gaza?

Regarding the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem, pause a moment to
consider the many children whose
homes face demolition. Imagine
Niwal, just nine years old, watching
as the bulldozers park nearby,
wondering whose house will be
next. The demolitions are quick,
everything destroyed — the home, the



belongings, the sense of security.

And we should reflect on Ahmed, in Beit
Hanoun, near the fence that separates the
Gaza Strip from Israel. He is 15 years old
but has long since dropped out of school.
His family asks why he should study.
For what job? He is scraping by, like his
brother and his uncles. It’s hot out in the
sun. The farm needs constant attention or
there will be nothing to harvest. But it’s
dangerous working near the fence. The
soldiers are always ready, with a warning
shot or something more. It's hard to see
the future getting better. When is the next
demonstration at the fence? Who will hear
his voice?

Thirteen UNRWA students have been
killed and more than 375 have been
injured by Israeli Security Forces during
demonstrations at the Gaza fence as part
of the so-called Great March of Return.
West Bank refugee camps witness on
average 650 security operations a year,
many of these operations develop into

*Palestine refugees are those
displaced from their original
homes in what is now Israel
in 1948 following the conflict,
or their descendants through
the male line. Many refugees
continue to live in areas in
the West Bank including East
Jerusalem, or Gaza, not far
from their original family
homes, but more than 70
years on they are unable to
return and remain displaced.
Palestine refugees are spread
throughout Palestine in cities,
towns, villages, and in the 27
recognized Palestine refugee
camps.

violent incursions involving the
use of live-fire ammunition.
This year has already seen
approximately 100 Palestine
refugee children displaced as
a result of home demolitions in
the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem. As these statistics
and the stories above make
clear, child rights are far from
being protected and fulfilled in
line with the CRC.

The CRC was a promise the world
made to children. Every right, for
every child. No exceptions. This
is not about geography, about
checkpoints, or closed military
zones, access restricted areas,
or the Green Line. The CRC does
not mention fences or walls.
The convention is a promise to
children everywhere — Amal and
Niwal, Ahmed and Mahmoud.
And the rights of the convention

Sitting with Fatima, his older sister, Yousuf, 7 years old, plays with a kitten inside their home in a cave in
Hebron hills in the southern West Bank. Photo © UNICEF-SoP/2019.

have duty bearers who must bear their
responsibilities and hold accountable
those who violate children’s rights.
They must respect the fact that rights
are not privileges that can be granted
and withheld.

On this 30" anniversary of the CRC,
we, as UNRWA, must also speak of
the more than 70 years that Palestine
refugees have been waiting for a just
and lasting solution to their plight.
While the prospect of a political
solution appears more distant than
ever, the CRC tells children: “These
are your rights, you don’t have to
wait.”

This message is vital for children to
hear when they are raised during a
time when there is so much waiting:
waiting for political negotiations,
for the conflict to be resolved,
for the blockade to be lifted, for

the occupation to end, and most
importantly, for a just and lasting
solution to their plight. The CRC is
worth celebrating because it reminds
Palestine refugee children that they
do not have to wait for the right
time or the right place to claim their
rights. And the CRC reminds all of
us to do what we can to fuffill the
CRC’s promise. For Palestine refugee
children that means pushing for the
changes that are needed to make
child rights a reality today.

Matthias Schmale is the director
of UNRWA operations in Gaza, and
Gwyn Lewis is the director of UNRWA
operations in the West Bank.



00’
AR
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Child Rights in Early
Childhood Education

-

N ‘. By Paula Malan

arly education for all is a national policy priority in
Palestine. Palestine adopted a basic education law in
2017. The law seeks to expand public preschools with
the aim to eventually make this stage of education free
and compulsory. With the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), early childhood education is for the first time
included in the global goal for education for all. | went
to the Ministry of Education to find out what the legal
and policy developments mean for child rights in early
childhood education in the Palestinian context. | talked
about the topic with Dr. Rabiha Elayan, acting director
general for general education, Suheir Awad, head of
the Division for Preschool Education, and Najah Harb,
preschool educational supervisor from the Ministry of
Education.

Public preschool classes have heen recently
established, and the vast majority of children in
Palestine attend private preschools. What rights does
the law guarantee in practice?

“With the new law, it became the responsibility of the
Ministry of Education to provide access to preschool
education for five-to-six-year-olds, one year before
entering grade one. We call this stage KG2. Our aim is
to reach every child in Palestine, and we are prioritizing
the most marginalized areas. The ministry is gradually
opening preschool classes in government primary
schools, especially in remote areas or areas with high

16

Rana from UNICEF reading a story to a child during a visit to an early childhood development center in Ramallah.
Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

poverty rates. \We have success stories
in places such as Jaluud in Nablus
district, Abu Nuwaar in Jerusalem
district, and Arab Frejat in South
Hebron where children now for the
first time access early childhood
education. All children have the right
to equal opportunities. This is why we
are starting with the most vulnerable.
There are still many challenges, of
course. In Gaza, there are very few
public preschools. In Area C, we must
find alternative solutions for setting
up classrooms. UNRWA does not
provide preschool education, but the
government cannot open schools in
refugee camps either, and therefore we
need the support of nongovernmental
organizations to cater for children in
refugee camps. We have plans to set
up preschool classes in Gaza with the
support of the World Bank. But we
also need to strengthen public-private
partnerships and support to private
schools. The large proportion of
unqualified teachers in private schools
is a hig challenge. We are working
to launch a new diploma program
to address this. By 2030, we aim to
reach at least a gross enroliment of 95
percent in KG2, in line with the SDGs.”

Children with disabilities have
an equal right to develop their
potential and participate in society
without discrimination. Yet, there
are attitudinal and environmental

barriers that prevent them from doing
s0. Do children with disabilities enjoy
an equal right to early childhood
education?

“We are not yet ready in our agenda
and policies. We need to think more
about how to develop inclusive
preschools. Currently, children with
minor challenges are accepted, but
preschools are not catering for children
with more severe disabilities. There
are some specialized preschools for
children with disabilities, but this is an
area that needs much more attention.
With the support of UNICEF, we are
doing very valuable work to assess
development and behavioral skills of
children and have developed a tool for
that. This will enable those children
whose challenges are less obvious to
be identified and supported at an early
stage.”

Governments, but also parents or
other guardians, are duty bearers
responsible for the rights of the child.
What is the importance of parental
involvement in early childhood
education? And what should parents
know about preschool education?

“Parents need to understand the
importance of play in children’s
development. There are parents
who expect children in preschool
to learn to read and write, and they
demand homework. They don’t look



'

g
Ahlan Kamal Hjazi, preschool supervisor and talented artist visualized the Palestinian approach for preschool
education.

at early childhood education from
the perspective of the rights of the
child but rather as a preparation for
formal schooling. Usually by the end
of the year, parents are satisfied when
they see the benefits to their child’s
development. It is important that
parents send their child to a licensed
preschool. The license guarantees a
minimum standard in terms of safety of
the environment and a developmentally
appropriate program. We are launching
an advocacy campaign to educate
parents on the importance of early
childhood education with a set of key
messages on topics such as play,
positive interaction with the child, and
respecting the rights of the child.”

Protection from violence, neglect,
and abuse are rights of the child.
How can these rights be enforced
with parents, communities, and
teachers; and within schools?

“The ministry has a policy of
nonviolence in schools. We organize
awareness sessions for parents and
children alike on the rights of the
child. Parents also need to be trained
on positive discipline methods, on
how to talk to their children and
how to deal with children’s anger or
sadness in a supportive way. And
if a child comes to preschool with
symptoms of neglect or abuse, there
are counselors in public schools who

18

can deal with the situation and talk to
the parents. If needed, we refer the
case further. Preschool teachers need
to be prepared to manage behavior
in the class positively, teach children
to interact positively with others and
respect their rights; for example, by
sharing toys.

Unfortunately, many of our children
live in an environment where they
are exposed to violence due to the
occupation and conflict. We try to
ensure that preschools are protective
environments in which children feel
safe and free from violence. We try
to identify the safest possible location
for a preschool class, away from
exposure to dangers such as tear
gas and violent confrontations. In
Hebron H2, the protective presence
provided by international observers
is very important, but since the TIPH
(Temporary International Presence in
Hebron) mission was discontinued,
we are very concerned, especially
about the youngest ones.”

You have recently launched a manual
for teachers. How did you consider
the rights of the child in this work?

“We have tried to gather existing best
practices into a unified Palestinian
approach to preschool education. This
is the culmination of discussions with
and input from numerous stakeholders

and partners, and based on experience
of organizations such as UNICEF,
UNESCO, Right to Play, Save the
Children, Terre Des Hommes, RTM,
Trust of Programs for Early Childhood,
Family and Community Education,
World Vision, the Early Childhood
Resource Centre, and Anera — all
members of a thematic working group
that provides technical advice to shape
our policies. Our approach is holistic,
inclusive, and based on learning
through play. It utilizes children’s active
agency and creativity. The preschool
program is divided into four major
themes through which children learn to
take care of themselves, interact with
their environment, and appreciate their
identity and their Palestinian culture
and heritage. The rights and best
interest of the child are a benchmark
for our approach.”

Meet Karam, 6 — the best striker in Ibzig Village in the
northern Jordan Valley! “I hope someday we will have a
football field in my village. | know it is going to be amazing
to play on it with all the other children.”

Paula Malan works as the Head of
Development  Cooperation at  the
Representative  Office of  Finland
in Ramallah, Palestine. She has
previously worked as Counsellor
for Development Cooperation at the
Embassy of Finland in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, and as a program analyst at
the UNRWA Headquarters in Amman,
Jordan. In addition, she has worked
as a teacher and an aaviser in Finland,
Namibia, and Zambia. Ms. Malan holds
master’s degrees in social sciences,
with a major in development studies,
and in education, with a major in early
childhood special needs education.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.
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BEST INTERESTS
OF THE CHILD

Education for
Every Child

By Jennifer Moorehead

chools should have nothing to do with the conflicts
happening in the country. Children here should have the
right to education, just like all the children of the world.

As an organization that fights for children’s rights
across the world, Save the Children considers the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) to be the
single most important document for its work. Without it,
there would have been no recognized children’s rights to
fight for. The other reason why Save the Children has the
UNCRC in its DNA is that our founder, Eglantyne Jebb,
drafted the first Declaration on the Rights of the Child,
which was adopted in 1924 by the League of Nations
and became the predecessor of the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child. One hundred years ago, our
founder wrote: “Every war is a war against children.”
With all the current conflicts in our region and the extent
to which children are being disproportionately affected,
her words are more relevant now than ever before.
This is why we launched Stop the War on Children,
our biggest campaign this year. It calls on leaders,
governments, armed non-state actors, humanitarian
NGOs, and relevant bodies to recommit to protecting
children in conflict. In the context of Palestine, we
are calling on Israeli and Palestinian duty bearers to
ensure access to safe, inclusive, quality education as
a fundamental human right for every child, among their
other rights.
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The CRC enshrines children’s right
to education and commits states that
have signed on to it to take measures
to make education available and
accessible to all children. Al
countries face different challenges
depending on how they make this
happen, and they do it with varying
degrees of success. When it comes
to countries experiencing conflict or
military occupation, the challenges
can be overwhelming. But they are
not insurmountable. This firm belief
guides us in our fight for the right of
every Palestinian child to education.
For many Palestinian children and
for their families — in the West Bank,
in East Jerusalem and in Gaza —
accessing their right to education is a
daily struggle and requires enormous
commitment and perseverance. We

Save the Children; they acted out their
experiences, feelings, and fears from
a day on which they had to evacuate
their school by being hidden in the
back of a food truck. After the skit,
they told us how their involvement
in the resilience-building and crisis-
management work supported by Save
the Children helps them cope with
critical situations, which are a daily
reality for them en route to school, in
school, and on the way back. Their
experiences are backed by reports
by the UN Secretary General stating
that military presence and security
operations in H2 often involve the use
of force by the Israeli military, as well
as harassment and arbitrary arrests.

Children in Gaza are especially
restricted when it comes to accessing
their basic right to education. In Gaza,

Rima, 13, goes to school in the West Bank. Israeli soldiers patrol outside the school gates and have even
come into her home. She has experienced tear gas attacks and is afraid of crossing military checkpoints.

recently met with girls in one of our
programs in the old city of Hebron
H2, whose school is located in what
was defined as a “closed military
zone.” They performed a skit for
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70.4 percent of UNRWA schools and
62.8 percent of Ministry of Education
schools run on a double or triple
shift, and there is a shortage of 1,081
classrooms.



Samir, 13, plays with his friends at his school in the Gaza Strip, occupied Palestinian territory. “Every time |
hear the word ‘war’ | get really scared,” he admits. “It's only a three-letter word but it has a lot of meaning.”

Save the Children supports vulnerable
schools like this one in the West Bank
to enhance their safety through school
disaster management, disaster risk
reduction, psychosocial support,
and national system strengthening.
We help communities to build their
capacity to support the protection
and education needs of children
affected by the conflict. We also
work with Palestinian government
ministries and civil society to end
violence against children inside the
schools and at home, including
offering positive-discipline trainings
for teachers and parents.

Through our work in Gaza, we
witness the growth of remarkable
boys and girls who form child-led
groups to monitor how children’s
rights are upheld.

We also work to support the
inclusion of children with disabilities

in education by equipping schools
with sensory rooms and assistive
devices, adapting curricula and
school facilities, and providing Braille
and talking laptops, in addition to
establishing a special education
database for follow up on children
with disabilities in the schools.

To guarantee the right to education of
Palestinian children, we have called on
both Israeli and Palestinian decision-
makers to sign and implement the
Safe Schools Declaration, endorsed
by almost 100 countries. States
that sign the declaration agree on
the importance of the continuation
of education during armed conflict
and emergencies, and take steps to
ensure it. The Palestinian government
has endorsed the Safe Schools
Declaration, and we are supporting
the Ministry of Education’s efforts to
implement it.

We are also calling on the Israeli government to sign and implement
the declaration. This would facilitate the revision of Israeli military
behavior in and around Palestinian schools and strengthen the
commitment to protect schools and schoolchildren from settler
violence.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child remains the most widely
ratified UN Convention and has already made a huge difference
in the lives of millions of children on our planet. In Palestine, we
celebrate its 30™ anniversary with the unbreakable resolve that it
will do the same for Palestinian children’s rights.

Jennifer Moorehead is Save the Children’s country office director
in the occupied Palestinian territory.

Montaser (left) and Karim play next to their tent in Al-
Kabneh Bedouin community east of Jerusalem. “Our
father travels two hours to receive medical-treatment.
When we grow up, we want to be doctors, so people can
be treated in their villages,” explains Karim.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.
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MAKING RIGHTS
REAL

Psychological and Social
Determinants of Child
Development

Child Development in an Emergency Context

By Rima Salah

n this auspicious occasion of the 30" anniversary of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(GRC), we rightly celebrate the impressive gains achieved
for the children of the world.' The global mortality rate for
children under 5 years of age has declined significantly.
Hundreds of millions more children are being vaccinated
and have access to clean water and adequate nutrition.
Millions more children are going to school. More countries
have translated the international CRC treaty into their
national laws and policies, ensuring that all their children
enjoy all their rights.

Unfortunately, progress has occurred only for some,
leaving millions of other children left behind, with their
rights to thrive and grow to their full potential denied. We
know that over 250 million children under 5 years of age in
low- and middle-income countries will face social inequity
and fail to reach their developmental potential. They will
be met by a range of risk factors that include poverty,
poor health, abuse, neglect, and exploitation, as well as
inadequate care and lack of learning opportunities.

This is compounded by situations of war, protracted wars,
violent conflicts, military occupation, and displacement,
to which families and children are exposed, disrupting
the fabric of their societies and compromising the very
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Khalid Abu Sharif and his daughter Talya, 9 months old.

© UNICEF/UN0217150/Shennawi.

foundation of their institutions. This is a
time of unprecedented displacement of
more than 70 million people, primarily
women and children.™ An estimated
50 million children have migrated
across borders or have been forcibly
displaced, and 28 million children have
been uprooted by horrific violence."
Most worryingly, the exposure of
parents to instability and stress
challenges their ability to provide for
their children who need their protection
and nurturing care.

The plight of children and their families
whose lives have been shattered
by armed conflict and occupation
continues to haunt us. Images of
children suffering from appalling
abuses continue to haunt us. Images
of children fleeing their homes,
communities, and villages continue to
haunt us. Images of children abducted
and detained behind bars continue to
haunt us. What is even more alarming
and should concern us all is the lasting
negative impact of deprivation and
violence (structural and systemic)
on young children and how these
detrimental effects will eventually
affect our societies and communities.
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Exposure to toxic stress and adversity
at an early age is related to a broad
range of negative outcomes that can
occur across the life span. These
include major emotional and behavioral
problems, which can become self-
perpetuating cycles that continue for
generations.

Today millions of children
are trapped in situations

of war, conflict, violence,
and displacement. Science
shows that violence has

a detrimental effect on

the development of young
children. It also heralds a
new era, with opportunities
to contribute to sustaining
peace and preventing
violence through investment
in early childhood
development.
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But we can say with confidence
that advances in developmental
neuroscience and in an emerging
and  well-established  body  of
scientific  evidence from multiple
disciplines (epigenetics, psychology,
and economics) hold significant
implications for the future of millions
of children who live in fragile and
emergency contexts. Evidence-based
science continues to substantiate the
link between the early years of life and
the early life environment with long-
term well-being. It also substantiates

3-D rendered anatomy illustration
of @ human girl body shape with

active brain. © Shubhangi Kene
| Dreamstime.com

the link between violence prevention
and the development of prosocial
behaviors that can lead to more
peaceful communities. i

This new science heralds an era with
windows of opportunities to contribute
to sustainable development and
peace through investing in positive
early childhood development (ECD).
It further highlights the importance of
responsive parenting and reinforces
the evidence that shows how early
stimulation, bonding, and safe

Two young refugee mothers proudly hold their toddler son and baby daughter.
© Radek Procyk | Dreamstime.com.

environments can positively influence
early brain development so that
children can grow, learn, and thrive."iix

In these critical times, there is,
unfortunately, insufficient investment
in the early years of life as a path to
human and sustainable development,
peace, and violence prevention. This
is true despite the existence of many
examples of early childhood programs
that have been successfully developed
and disseminated across the globe,
from Afghanistan to South Africa,
Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Turkey, and
Lebanon. i The holistic and inclusive
approach of these programs aims to
mitigate trauma, promote emotional
regulation and sensitivity to others,
eliminate harsh  punishment, and
encourage the formation of positive
social relationships within families and
communities.

It is time to elevate the position of ECD
on the development and global peace
agenda. It is time to demonstrate
by science and practice how the
transformative power of ECD strategies
and programs can reduce violence,
poverty, exclusion, and inequity.

Smiling refugee girl showing the peace sign.
© Radek Procyk | Dreamstime.com

In this regard, we need to unite our
strengths and advocate for universal
access to ECD. Most importantly, we
must emphasize the urgent need for
increased investment in programs for
families and young children who live in
emergency contexts. “They cannot be
left behind.”

We need to continue in the pursuit
of knowledge and address the
gaps in science with a focus on
interdisciplinary research. Doing So
will help reinforce the evidence that will
further inform global policies, national
policies, strategies, and programs for
ECD.

We have the knowledge and experience.
“It is our shared responsibility” to
design ECD programs for the children
of Palestine and the MENA region in
collaboration with the Arab Network for
Early Childhood Development. They
should be multileveled, benefiting the
child, the family/parents/caregivers,
the community, and the institutions at
the national and regional levels. The
programs should be safe, protective,
and inclusive. Most importantly, they
must be culturally sensitive, address
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Mother and father weﬁking throug-;h a refugee camp car
© Vasilis Ververidis | 123rf.com.

the needs of the family, and allow
children and parents the space they
need to be the driving force for social
change. “The time is now.”

It is only by moving together that we

rying their toddler and baby.

the Palestinian Child Institute at An-
Najah National University in Nablus,
Palestine, is a giant leap forward on
the right path.

Dr. Rima Salah is former Assistant

can secure the rights of Palestinian
children and the children in the MENA
region for sustainable development
and peace. In order to accomplish
this, we need an unfailing vision
and an unwavering commitment,
as well as a strong partnership for
and with children and their families.
The International Conference on
Children, Hope and Peace: A Global
and Local Perspective being held at

Secretary-General  of the United
Nations and former Deputy Executive
Director of UNICEF. She served as a
member of the United Nations High-
level Independent Panel on Peace
Operations. She is currently at
the Child Study Center, School of
Medicine, Yale University, New Haven,
CT, USA.

Two hands joining puzzle pieces. © Andrey Popov | Dreamstime.com.
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Ayat and Zikra, twin sisters, play basketball at a UNICEF
Palestine-supported facility in East Jerusalem. “We play
basketball every day after school; it is our favorite hobby,
and we want to be professional players when we grow
up,” they said.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.
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FAMILY GUIDANCE
AS CHILDREN
DEVELOP

Reflections on Palestinian
Child Participation

Courtesy of Defense for
Children International - Palestine

hen two Palestinian children addressed the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child in June 2019, they brought to
life one of the central tenets of the 30-year-old Convention
on the Rights of the Child: children participating in the
actualization of their rights.

“Children have the right to freely express their views on
all matters and decisions that affect them, and to have
those views taken into account at all levels of society. It is
the right of every child, without exception,” the committee
states.

The CRC, which the State of Palestine signed on to in
2014, is the most widely ratified human rights treaty in
history. At one time, it was incomprehensible in most
countries to consider the period of infancy — a time
marked by low survival rates — as a sacred time worthy
of a state’s investment. Equally shocking was the notion
that childhood extended all the way to the age of 18; or
that regardless of class, race, or gender, every child was
entitled to an education.

When the CRC was adopted in 1989, it established these
and many more fundamental rights. It laid out the social,
civil, political, and cultural rights of children. Moreover, it
recognized children as human rights actors rather than
mere recipients. Three years later, in 1991, the best
interests of the child and child participation were the
principles that propelled former executive director Rifat
Kassis to found the independent, child rights organization,
Defense for Children International — Palestine (DCIP).
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Prioritizing children’s experiences and
voices over adult experts remains
a commitment that runs through all
areas of DCIP’s work. For this reason,
when DCIP led efforts to prepare a
joint alternative report on the State of
Palestine’s compliance with the CRC,
children were involved from the outset.

In signing the CRC and the Optional
Protocol, the State of Palestine
accepted an obligation to respect,
protect, promote, and fulfill the
enumerated rights — including by
adopting or changing laws and
policies that implement the provisions
of the CRC and Optional Protocol. It
also obligated itself to periodic review.

DCIP facilitated open discussion
sessions in Nablus, Hebron, Ramallah,

DCIP workshops with children on child participation.

and the Gaza Strip to gather children’s
firsthand experiences about their
access to rights. The discussions
were child-led and inclusive across
gender, geographic areas, and
ability. In addition, two children were
able to speak directly to the working
group for the Committee on the Rights
of the Child during a dedicated part of
the 83" pre-session in Geneva.
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“The experience of representing
Palestinian children at the United
Nations was a pivotal point in my
life,” said one of the two child
representatives. “I now know that
children are able to effectively
participate and share their opinions. |
wish that all children’s voices would
be heard,” he added.

Overall, the report found that the State
of Palestine has significant obstacles
to overcome on a range of issues
in order to achieve full compliance
with the CRC. On the principle of
participation, the report stated that
children’s input is not sought out or
used to inform government strategies
related to education, healthcare,
treatment, prevention, or rehabilitation.

Poignantly, in cases where children are
victims of sexual violence or neglect,
the report stated that children are
not given the opportunity to express
their views in proceedings related to
interventions and other protection
measures. In fact, the report noted
that children’s right to express their
opinions is denied during most legal
procedures in Palestinian courts.



“Child participation is essential
in a juvenile justice system as
it demonstrates that the child in
conflict with the law is also a rights-
holder,” said DCIP’s Legal Unit
Coordinator, Sawsan Salahat. “DCIP
is proud to promote the value of child
participation, which is one of the most
important pillars of restorative justice.”

Outside of a courtroom or UN session,
empowering children to become
active human rights defenders can
have a profound effect on a child’s
personal development. DCIP’s
Community Mobilization Unit has
seen this firsthand in the course of
facilitating child-led protection teams
across the West Bank. Through
this program, children learn how to
document human rights violations
and abuses. The teams then convert
their documentation into advocacy
campaigns or initiatives and meet with
local decision-makers.

Among children whose transformation
stood out was 14-year-old Omar
N. from Ajoul Village, north of the
West Bank city of Ramallah. Omar
completed elementary school in his
village, but then decided to leave the
secondary school he attended next.
His parents supported his decision,
feeling the school did nothing to
support their son, as a student with
a cognitive disability. “They didn’t
take good care of me at school.
My classmates used to hit me and
sometimes curse at me. The school
didn’t even give me books,” Omar
said, describing the harsh experience
he endured.

He is currently enrolled in the Star
Mountain Rehabilitation Center, a
private institution operating in Ramallah
that trains and rehabilitates Palestinian
children and adults with intellectual
disabilities. There, Omar also joined
a DCIP child-led protection team that
meets on the campus. The group
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stresses the right of children with
disabilities to fully participate in their
communities with equal rights. The
team participated in a series of
workshops that covered topics such
as life skills, rights awareness, and
documenting violations. DCIP also
invited the children to participate in
conferences and individual meetings
with policymakers to directly voice
their concerns.

Omar’s demeanor has visibly changed
in the two years since joining the
protection team, DCIP staff has noted.
He now has a strong understanding of
his rights and is not afraid to raise his
concerns and needs in public meetings.
He has also identified his goals for the
future. “| want to be a carpenter and
get a driving license,” Omar said.
Another child, 15-year-old Reem
B., said that she had become aware
of her own biases as a result of her
membership in the group. She was
hesitant at first while interacting with
children who had cognitive disabilities,
despite growing up with a brother who
has a physical disability. After some
time in the protection team, she told
DCIP that the whole group had grown
close. As a result of these friendships,
Reem said that she feels a sense of
personal responsibility to work toward
equal rights in Palestinian society.
“Sometimes a society oppresses
those with disabilities,” said Reem. |
will not be silent if a violation happens
in front of me, | will defend their rights.”

Defense for Children International -
Palestine Section is an independent,
local  Palestinian  child  rights
organization dedicated to defending
and promoting the rights of children
living in the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.

Children with neurological and psychological/
behavioral disorders require special and
comprehensive care that results in their
overall well-being and their inclusiveness in
their communities.

Their unique minds make them see and
feel things differently than other children.
However, once we work together to
understand these differences, we can create
a positive and educated community that
strives to engage and involve children with
special needs.

At Takween Center, our mission extends from
improving the quality of life of children with
special needs to enabling them to engage
with their communities. We do that by
offering these children comprehensive and
multidisciplinary care and educating the
community to be part of their unique world.
Takween stands by the right of every child
with special needs to enjoy the best quality of
life possible and hopes that its contribution
as the first Palestinian Center of Excellence
for Brain Development will help remove
obstacles for children with special needs and
support them to become independent and
participate actively in their community.

They Have a World
of Their Own,

TAKWE

Palestinian Center of Excellence
for Brain Development



LIFE, SURVIVAL AND
DEVELOPMENT

Her Education,

Our Future

A Force for Gender Equality
and Lasting Change

- By Junaid Sorosh-Wali

irls’ education is at a juncture of two of the most important
challenges of our time: education and gender equality. A
collective consciousness is rising to ensure that the right
to quality education for all girls becomes a reality. The
challenges are stillimmense. Worldwide today, more than
132 million girls are still out of school, and 9 million of
them — compared to 3 million boys — will never even enter
a classroom. In addition, of the 600 million adolescent
girls who will enter the labor market in the next decade,
more than 90 percent live in developing countries and will
work in an informal economy where unpaid work, abuse,
and exploitation are more prevalent.

Gender equality is a global priority for UNESCO, and the
support of young girls, their training and their full ability
to make their voices and ideas heard are drivers for
sustainable development and peace. In too many cases
across the globe, teenage girls drop out of school due to
forced marriages or child labor. UNESCO is committed
to ensuring that all girls have access to quality education
and a dignified life. In Palestine, girls in particular are
at high risk of school dropout due to security concerns
and the parent’s fear of their children’s safety during
the school commute.” The presence of checkpoints
and travel by public transport raise security and socio-
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cultural concerns experienced by girls
and their parents, especially in Area
C." These challenges that Palestinian
children face in order to access
quality education affect their learning
outcomes and may lead to increased
school dropout and a greater likelihood
to indulge in risky behavior. Palestinian
gils who drop out of school are
among the most vulnerable, since they
tend to score lower for psychosocial
well-being due to social isolation.
Women and girls with disabilities face
particular challenges, as schools are
not suitable or adapted to their needs,
which further prevents their access to
education.”

An investment in realizing the power
of adolescent girls upholds their rights
today and promises a more equitable
and prosperous future, one in which
half of humanity is an equal partner
in solving the problems of climate
change, political conflict, economic
growth, disease prevention, and global
sustainability.

Too many girls and women are still held
back by social norms and traditional
school practices that impact their
educational rights and opportunities.
For example, in Palestine women
are excluded from a number of
professions, as vocational courses

Aida Refugee Camp. ©UNESCO and Anne Paq. Photo by Anne Pag.

Adolescent girls have the right to a
safe, educated, and healthy life, not
only during these critical formative
years but also as they mature into
women. If effectively supported
during the adolescent years, girls
have the potential to change the
world — both as the empowered girls
of today and as tomorrow’s workers,
entrepreneurs, mentors, household
heads, political leaders, and mothers.

are often considered “masculine jobs”
and unavailable to girls. In addition,
social norms and expectations about
what is an appropriate profession for
a woman further contribute to this
development.” Despite the challenges,
education in Palestine, especially
for girls and women, is one of the
most important investments that the
country can make for its future.




Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

Palestinian women are among the
most educated in the Middle East.
According to the UNESCO Institute
of Statistics (UIS), the literacy rate
of women in Palestine aged 15
years and older is 96 percent.’ Girls
are equally represented in STEM
(science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) alongside boys,
and their presence in universities
continues to grow. Palestinian girls
consistently outscore their male peers
in the General Secondary Exam, and
more women than men are enrolled in
university."

On |International Day of the Girl
Child (October 11, 2019), UNESCO
continued to highlight the role of
education in empowering girls to
be a force for lasting change. We
celebrated the #GirlForce: champions
who are working to empower girls and
women to reach their full potential and
the girls who, through education, have
managed to walk past gender norms
and bias to follow their dreams.

“Her Education, Our Future” is
UNESCQ’s drive to accelerate action
for girls and women’s education
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by leveraging political and financial
commitments, as well as leadership
for women and girls. It will contribute
to the UNESCO Strategy for Gender
Equality in and through Education
(2019-2025) and its three pillars,
aiming for better data to inform action
for gender equality in and through
education; better legal, policy, and
planning frameworks to advance
rights; and better-quality learning
opportunities to empower.

All over the world, UNESCO, as the
lead agency of the SDG4 Agenda,
is dedicated to ensuring that girls’
access to education is free of charge.
UNESCO is committed to advocating
for gender equality in education
and to addressing all aspects that
impede girls’ freedom and that
constitute barriers to their intellectual
formation and social and professional
integration.

Ahmad Junaid Sorosh-Wali is Officer-
in-Charge, Head of UNESCO Ramallah
Office. He has been the Head of
Culture Unit in this office since 2013.
He joined UNESCO in 2002, first as

consultant at the World Heritage Centre
and then as Programme Specialist in
the Tangible Heritage Section. In 2005,
he was appointed as Focal Point for
Western, Nordic, Baltic and South-East
Mediterranean Europe at World Heritage
Centre before joining UNESCO Ramallah
Office. Mr. Sorosh-Wali holds a master’s
degree in architecture (DPLG) and another
in heritage conservation and management
in the Middle East and Maghreb from
France.
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“I love math, it is my favorite subject. When | grow up, |
want to be an engineer,” says Ahlam, 10. Here she solves
a math problem for the class at her school.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.



NAME AND
NATIONALITY

Creating Safe Ground
A Place Where Children Can Play

By Bridget Forster
and Soula Kreitem

unshine, children running, laughing, and playing — it's a
childhood idyll that is not experienced by many children.
We don’t expect our children to be at risk from death or
injury from explosive remnants while they are playing,
but many children can’t access places to play because
of the danger from mines, unexploded grenades, or tear
gas canisters. The United Nations Mine Action Service
(UNMAS) in Palestine has been working in Gaza and
the West Bank since 2010 to mitigate the risks posed
by explosive hazards of war and mines. We do this
by providing technical guidance and support, offering
risk education to those most vulnerable, supporting
clearance, conducting risk assessments, and maintaining
emergency preparedness measures. UNMAS has helped
clear thousands of explosive hazards in Palestine to
make the land safe for children to play in the aftermath
of conflicts.

Particularly in the context of ongoing conflict and
occupation, it is important for girls and boys to have
that modicum of normalcy, to be able to play safely
and freely, whether in a safe place to run around or play
games, or in a more formal space to play various sports.
UNMAS has used sports to engage with the community
and deliver mine-risk education in the State of Palestine
since it began working there. This year on the April 4,
which marks the International Day of Awareness and
Assistance in Mine Action, UNMAS organized a football
tournament in Gaza in collaboration with UNRWA. Teams
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made up of UNRWA schoolgirls faced
off in a skillful and energetic match,
and afterwards, teams made up of
players from the Palestine Amputee
Football Association competed for a
trophy. Children and adults cheered
from the sidelines and danced to
music blaring from speakers. The day
allowed children and youth to gather
and to play sports in a safe and secure
environment, far from the usual tense
atmosphere that those living in Gaza
have grown accustomed to. Play is
such an important part of childhood
development that the United Nations
has recognized it as a right for every
child, and UNMAS was honored to be
apart of a day that allowed the children
of Gaza to enjoy that right. In the lead-
up to the day, UNMAS also organized
a drawing competition at several
schools in vulnerable communities
in Gaza. The winners of the drawing
competition received a prize, and
their pictures were displayed in an
exhibition during the day’s festivities
and then auctioned at an international
photography exhibition organized by
the Swiss consulate to raise money
for the Palestine Amputee Football
Association.

UNMAS understands the importance
of play in its risk-education program.
A vital part of UNMAS work in Gaza
is providing risk education on the
threats of explosive remnants of war.
UNMAS has introduced specialized
sessions for children that send the
message through play such as games,
puppet shows, role playing, theater,
music, and dance to ensure that
children receive the important safety
messaging in an easily accessible
manner. Through such interactive and
fun risk-education sessions, UNMAS
has been able to reach over 76,000
children since 2015.

Convention on the Rights of
the Child

Article 31- Right to Play:
States Parties recognize the
right of the child to rest and

leisure, to engage in play
and recreational activities
appropriate to the age of the
child and to participate freely
in cultural life and the arts.

Children playing a game during a risk-education session in Gaza. Photo credit: @UNMAS.
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At a recent risk-education session in
Rafah, thirteen-year-old Amir said:
“This knowledge is very important as
we learned about the risky behaviors
that we see other kids do. | like the
way you do this with games and
songs. | think if the other kids know
it is this fun, they will come to all
sessions like this.” Twelve-year-
old Ahmad reiterated how the vital
lifesaving messages provided to the
children through play are received:
“It is nice because the trainer gives
us this information through games
which is very enjoyable. The time
feels shorter when we do it by games.
I think | will not forget what was said in
the session.”

.

Children playing at Mine Actio Day in Khan Younis.
Phot Credit: UNMAS.

Girls’ football teams at Mine Action Day in Khan Younis. Photo Credit: @UNMAS.
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The UN has just launched a five-
year campaign called Safe Ground to
bring attention and assistance to the
survivors of armed conflict through
the promotion of sport and the
Sustainable Development Goals. The
campaign slogan? “To turn minefields
into playing fields.” UNMAS is one of
the UN organizations that is working in
Palestine to ensure that children have
Safe Ground to play on.

Sport and play are human rights,
fostering a sustainable peace to
bring communities and people closer
together. Safe Ground aims to work
in conflict-affected areas to clear
explosive remnants from sport-
oriented infrastructure, stadiums,
sporting complexes, or spaces where
sports can be played so that girls and
boys, women and men (with or without
a disability) can play. Once a field or
stadium is cleared, the Safe Ground
can be used for play, for education; and
in the case of a stadium, it can be used
to generate financial resources for
assistance to the victims/survivors of
explosive hazards. Each Safe Ground
project will consider access for all and
will promote survivor participation,
ensure gender inclusivity, and raise
awareness  about  survivors  of

explosive hazards. Perhaps most
importantly in Palestine, each Safe
Ground project will aim to provide a
safe and friendly space where children
can play in their communities.

“I love math and geometric shapes. When | grow up, |
want to be a physicist,” says Shayma’a, 15, while making a
dice stone at a UNICEF-supported learning center in Gaza.

Bridget Forster is the Program
Manager at the United Nations Mine
Action Service (UNMAS) Palestine
program in Jerusalem. A lawyer and a
former British military officer, she has
worked with UNMAS since 2014, first
in Tunis and Libya before assuming her
present responsibilities in Jerusalem.

Soula Kreitem is the Program and
Support Officer at the United Nations
Mine  Action  Service  (UNMAS)
Palestine program in Jerusalem and
has worked with UNMAS and UNOPS
since 2009 in various capacities.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.



Rebuilding Lives and
Futures for Children

- By Tokumitsu Kobayashi

n a world with ongoing crises and conflicts, children
continue to pay the highest price. Instead of living a
normal life, feeling safe and secure, children are being
exposed to violence, destruction, and displacement.

Having a safe home and easy access to services — such
as electricity, sewage, and clean water —has unfortunately
become only a dream for hundreds of thousands of
children. Increasing complexities in our world have shown
us just how dependent we all are on infrastructure. From
our homes to the schools where we send our children, to
the hospitals that care for the sick, infrastructure affects
every aspect of our lives and impacts our ability to live
and flourish in a functioning society.

In honor of the 30™ anniversary of the CRC, United
Nations Office for Public Services (UNOPS) reaffirms
its commitment and recognizes the fundamental human
dignity of all children and the urgency of ensuring their well-
being and development. We are positioned to be a leader
in support of sustainable infrastructure development,
which we view as playing an integral role in protecting and
promoting the rights of every child. UNOPS understands
the value of a home for children and their families, and
how it contributes to brighter futures. Pursuant to Article
27 of the CRC, we believe that every child has the right to
a standard of living that is adequate to meet their physical
and social needs and supports their development. We
also believe that a home is a fundamental structure in
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which a family can ensure a natural
environment for the growth and well-
being of all its members, particularly
children.

At UNOPS, we feel responsible
and more determined to provide an
adequate standard of living by creating
and supporting quality infrastructure
with greater access to services to
guarantee children’s rights and allow
them to live in dignity and safety.

In 2016, we started a house
reconstruction project in Gaza funded
by the Federal Republic of Germany,
through its German Development
Bank KfW. Through this project, we
have rebuilt 180 homes for some of
the most vulnerable families in Gaza,
providing a safe and secure space for

Children - Gaza 2017 © Elise Laker.

around 390 children. A space that will
remain dry as heavy rains pour, and
a space in which to safely play with
their friends and siblings and keep
their toys.

Infrastructure, however, also plays a
very important role beyond the home.
To help provide energy and respond to
the ongoing electricity crisis inthe Gaza
Strip, we have developed a project that
aims to reconstruct and strengthen

In light of the 30th anniversary
of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC), UNOPS highlights
the importance of investing

in sustainable and resilient
infrastructure, which is vital for
improving the living standards
of all children and their families.
Through infrastructure, the
world can fight inequalities and
provide opportunities to those
most vulnerable. Accordingly,
infrastructure helps make the
world a safer place for these
children.

the electricity supply system in Gaza
with renewable energy. With funding

from the government of Japan
and in close coordination with the
Palestinian Ministry of Public Works
and Housing and the Energy and
National Resources Authority, UNOPS
installed solar photovoltaic systems to
create reliable and sustainable access
to electricity, providing families across
Gaza — approximately 1,160 residents
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Nisma and Taj Alden Abed and their six children in
Gaza, 2017. © AnnaSofie Norn.

The Musbah Hanna family in their new home in
Shujayeh, July 2017. © AnnaSofie Norn.

— with essential services. Children of these
households can now — with the flick of a
switch or the push of a button — have
access to light, heat, and communication.

Sustainable electricity sources such as
these allow children in Gaza to exercise
their fundamental rights, such as studying
after dark with the lights on, having a
warm shower, eating hot meals, enjoying
entertainment, or charging their mobile
devices and laptops. Renewable energy
sources also allow disabled children
or others with health conditions to use
medical devices efficiently at home
without having to go to the hospital.

Every child is entitled to have the best
chance for a healthy, happy life. This
requires that each child have access to
professional and responsive Sservices,
including medical care. Thus, to improve
living conditions and secure critical
and essential health care services for
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approximately 100,000 Palestinian
patients in Gaza, including children,
we have developed another
project to install and implement
a sustainable electricity source at
the European Gaza Hospital.

Pursuant to Article 19 of the
CRC which is concerned with
the protection of children from
violence, abuse, and neglect,
UNOPS is working hand in hand
with the State of Palestine through
its governmental and ministerial
institutions and bodies in the
justice sector to improve the rule
of law, justice, and human rights
for women and children in the
West Bank. To achieve this, we
established and fully equipped
seven “safe facilities for women
and children” in seven different
public prosecution districts around
the West Bank.

These safe facilties aim to
create a child-friendly and stable
environment for both women
and children who are witnesses
or victims of various types of
violence or abuse. The design of
the facilities allows the interviewed
mothers to observe their children
playing in specially designed
rooms through the use of a
glass divider installed between
the prosecution room and the
children’s room, helping to protect
children’s privacy and dignity.
Infrastructure plays a key role in
safeguarding children’s rights and
is the foundation for development.
It plays a central role in preserving
human dignity and improving well-
being not only for children but for
all humanity.

Housing infrastructure provides
protection, shelter, and a stable
place to call home. Energy
infrastructure helps people to
access  affordable,  reliable,
sustainable, and modern energy

which offers a family and a community
the opportunity to grow, develop,
and improve their quality of life in a
sustainable way — giving them the
power to change for good.

The protection of children’s rights can
only be achieved with the support
and joint efforts of governmental
and nongovernmental organizations,
the donor community, development
partners, and the private sector to
implement infrastructure  services
that are essential for the healthy
development and the future well-being
of children.

We, at UNOPS, stand ready to continue
to contribute to these efforts.

Meet Hala, 8, from the Gaza Strip. She wants to become a
ballerina and tour the world when she grows up.

For more information, please contact Ms.
Fidaa Maaytah, UNOPS Jerusalem Office
Communications Assistant, mobile: +972
(0) 54 324 9322; office: +972 (0)2 628
1881; e-mail: fidama@unops.org.

For more information about UNOPS, please
visit our website: www.unops.org.

Tokumitsu Kobayashi is the director
of the UNOPS Jerusalem Operations
Centre. Previously, he worked with the
government of Japan, JICA, and the
United Nations in several countries
around the world. His most recent
assignment before joining UNOPS
was as First Secretary at the Embassy
of Japan in Kenya.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.



99

KEEPING FAMILIES

Water, Sanitation,

and Hygiene in Palestine
Responding to Children’s Basic Needs

"AF By Rachele Daffara

n the Palestinian context, and especially in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank’s Area C, water scarcity and lack of
WASH (water, sanitation, and hygiene) infrastructures due
to Israeli restrictions have directly led to the deterioration
of basic living conditions. Vulnerable people and
communities living in Gaza and the West Bank’s Area C
are negatively impacted by the water crisis, resulting in
conditions of poor health and sanitation.

When aid workers evaluate the household’s general socio-
economic conditions, the status of domestic and potable

Theater show on good hygiene practice in Tyaseer School - Tubas. Photo by Nésr_een AI-Hafeth.

kitchen and toilet sinks, and water
mixers) and connect households
in unserved areas to the nearest
wastewater network system. To
guarantee safe access to sanitation
services, clean water, basic toilets,
and good hygiene practices are
essential for children’s survival and
development.

Activities such as the provision of water
cisterns, the rehabilitation of water
networks, latrines, and school WASH
facilities are often carried out in parallel
with  soft-component interventions,
such as awareness-raising campaigns
and training, which aim to improve

posters, brochures, responsibility
calendars, informative stickers, and
follow-up sheets to facilitate planned
actions with  family —members,
including boys and girls. In addition,
in order to creatively engage people
and increase the community and
children’s participation, theater shows,
environmental clubs, and summer
camps have been also organized
during the last few years.

WASH interventions in vulnerable
communities in the oPt have greatly
improved basic living conditions for
children and their families. When
access to drinkable water and

water-storage facilities, prevailing hygiene practices, and people’s knowledge of water issues  appropriate  household  sanitation
the pr_evalenceh(')lzwaterlborfne dlseh?%ﬁjeS, they pay $pe|<3|f||0 and good hygiene practices. facilities are ensured, children and their
Y g implemented hygiene-awareness  surroundings. Due to the availability

particularly vulnerable, as their bodies are more sensitive
to waterborne and hygiene-related diseases such as
diarrhea and intestinal worms.

To avoid childhood illness and potentially life-threatening
conditions, numerous projects have been implemented
over the years by a wide range of humanitarian and
development actors in the occupied Palestinian territory
(oPt) with the aim of supporting affected children and
their families to benefit from safe and affordable water and
sanitation, and improve hygiene practices.

Some partners, for example, assist in installing or
rehabilitating household sanitation facilities (e.g., WC,
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campaigns and workshops both at
household and community levels to
promote key messages concerning
safe water handling and storage,
safe drainage of wastewater, and
good personal hygiene practices. To
protect children from unsafe water,
communities and schools are often
provided with  awareness-raising
materials on waterborne health risks
and household water management.
This also includes street billboards,
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of flushing water and handwashing
facilities, the levels of water
consumption increase, and hygiene
practices improve.

At school, girls and boys have WASH
facilities at their disposal. They
are also encouraged to participate
in awareness-raising  activities to
improve their knowledge and attitudes
regarding good water use and hygiene
practices.



Awareness-session activity in Birin School — Hebron.
Photo by Nesreen Al-Hafeth.

Awareness session for students in Mantigat Sh’ib
al-Butum School — Hebron. Photo by Nesreen Al-Hafeth.
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Water availability reduces family
expenditures related to water
by almost half, and households
usually reallocate their savings
to benefit children’s health,
education, and recreation.

Success Story:  Awareness-
raising campaigns in Jaba’a
Tajamu’ Badawi (Action Against
Hunger)

Jaba’a Tajamu’ Badawi community
is located in Area C, not too far
from East Jerusalem. In order
to increase access to safe and
affordable water and sanitation,
Action  Against Hunger has
rehabilitated the existing water
network and provided households
that were lacking sanitation
services with water tanks and
mobile latrines. In addition, a
mixed primary school with WASH
facilities has also been constructed
for the children of the community.
After the school was built, it
became apparent that the students
had poor hygiene practices and,
as a result, a hygiene-awareness
campaign was organized to
improve the water-use and hygiene
practices of children, parents, and

school staff. Within the framework
of this campaign, several sessions
and practical demonstrations were
carried out, and fun activities targeting
both students and their mothers
were organized. During the sessions,
hygiene kits containing soap, cleaning
solutions, disinfectants, a cleaning
brush, and toilet paper were distributed
to all participants, and children learned
various good hygiene practices
related to washing their hands after
using latrines, bathing, hair cleaning,
and tooth brushing. Thanks to the
systematic and continuous follow
up done by school staff, a great
improvement was noticed in terms of
knowledge of good personal hygiene
practices.
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“I need to keep going to school; it gives me an-opportunity
to improve my mind,” says eight-year-old Marwan who
wants to become a photographer.
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In the words of Mohammad Ka’abneh,
ning years old: “Now | always bring
soap bars in my school bag to wash
my hands before and after eating,
and after | use the WC. | feel that this
is important for my health to avoid
diseases.”

Rachele Daffara holds a master’s
degree in human rights from the
European Inter-University Centre for
Human Rights and Democratisation
(EIUC) and currently works for Action
Against Hunger oPt as Advocacy and
Communication Specialist.

Photos ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.



CONTACT WITH

PARENTS ACROSS
COUNTRIES

Palestinian Children’s

Right to Food Security

~ Fuad Qumber

ccording to the first executive director of the World Food
Program (WFP), Addeke Boerma, “If human beings
have a right to life at all, they have a right to food.”
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights recognizes that “the right to adequate food is
realized when every man, woman and child, alone or
in community with others, has physical and economic
access at all times to adequate food or means for its
procurement.”

Almost half of Palestine’s population needs
humanitarian assistance, and one-quarter of the
population needs food, nutrition, and livelihood
assistance. The main reason for food insecurity
in Palestine is the longstanding occupation, which
restricts people’s access to their land, water, and
other natural resources. The occupation also enforces
territorial fragmentation between the West Bank and
Gaza Strip as well as within the West Bank, resulting in
high unemployment and poverty, and hence people’s
limited access to adequate food.

Although many groups in Palestine that face the danger
of malnutrition need to be protected, children should
be the priority, given that children are powerless and
need others to take care of them. Protecting children’s
food security, nutrition, and well-being is a valuable and
effective investment in the health of future generations.
Child malnutrition, however, is a growing problem in
Palestine.
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Article 24 (3) of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) states that
children are entitled to adequate and
nutritious food, thereby making state
parties to the CRC, including Palestine
and Israel, accountable to preserving
and achieving this fundamental right.

Access to adequate food is a major
challenge for Palesting’s vulnerable
people. As a WFP staff member, |
visit households all over Palestine and
witness firsthand their distress and
poverty. One of the families | visited in
Yatta in southern Hebron consisted of
the parents and eight children. Seven
children are under the age of eighteen
years, and the eldest, who suffers
from a severe physical disability and
uses a wheelchair, is twenty years
old. The family’s economic situation is
devastating. The father is unemployed

Photo by Khaled Abu Shaaban.

and has a neurological disease, which
leaves the burden on the wife to raise
the children by any means possible.
She has no source of income from
which to provide her family with
basic nutritious food. For this reason,
the family is registered as a social
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hardship case in the Ministry of Social
Development and receives modest
financial ~assistance through the
ministry’s cash assistance program
and monthly food assistance from the
WFP through its cash-based transfer
program.

Despite numerous attempts to gain
employment, the father has not been
able to find a job. “We live in a very
difficult situation, and if the food
assistance stops, we don’t know how
we will feed our children,” the wife
explained. The eldest son jumped into
the conversation: “I would like to have
an opportunity to open a grocery store
and support my family.”

There are tens of thousands of families
in Palestine that experience similar
socio-economic  hardships,  and

many families are in an even worse
situation. The question, then, is who
is responsible to protect Palestinian
children from hunger and malnutrition?
What steps can be taken by the local
community, the government, and the
international community to respond to



Photo by Anas EI Baba.

this need, and what should they do to
combat poverty and food insecurity in
order to spare Palestine’s vulnerable
children additional distress and build
them a brighter future?

The responsibility to protect the rights
of Palestine’s children and ensure that
they are adequately fed rests on various
actors. The parents are the ones who
are primarily responsible to adequately
nourish their children. However, this
cannot be achieved without the support
of the local community, civil society,
the Palestinian government, and the
international community, including
international nongovernmental
organizations.

A key obstacle to realizing children’s
right to adequate and nutritious
food in Palestine lies in the limited
and overstretched budget of the
government, which undermines its
ability to provide comprehensive and
adequate social services to every
family in need of assistance. The
substantial decline in external aid has
also undermined the government’'s
social safety-net programs as well
as the capability of international
organizations to respond appropriately
to the existing urgent food and nutrition
needs.
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Ensuring that Palestine’s children have
access to adequate and nutritious
food requires a holistic response that
can lead to a major transformation
in the political, economic, and social
conditions of Palestinians. In this vein,
it is essential to empower government
institutions, local communities, and
families  through  multiple  forms
of assistance. Furthermore, the
proper environment and resources
are requisite to the launching of
development, resilience, and income-
generating projects which could pull
vulnerable families out of poverty and
end their dependency on assistance.
As long as the Palestinian government
does not enjoy full sovereignty over
food resources, however, the right of
children in Palestine to have adequate
and nutritious food will remain
unfulfilled.

Fuad Qumber is a United Nations staff
member and holds a master’s degree
in international relations.
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Remember what it felt like when you
explored more? Investigated with a
curiosity like no other and persisted

to ask WHY a million times? Curiosity,
Imagination, Investigation, Exploration —
among many others — are reasons why
children are more creative than adults.
Think more like a child, and better yet,
understand and learn how to foster
creativity in children, to encourage the
development of a self-confident, and
creative generation.

*Zoom supports Children’s Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression. The creative children
of today are the creative adults of tomorrow.
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PROTECTION FROM
KIDNAPPING

Realizing Children’s

Rights in the oPt
Steps Taken and the Long Road Ahead!

~ By James Heenan

n the words of United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights Ms. Michelle Bachelet, “Every child has a
right to grow up safe, to benefit from essential services,
and to express her or his opinions, desires and needs.
Children are human beings with fundamental rights, and
their views must be heard and taken into account at all
levels of society.”

This year marks the 30™ anniversary of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the most widely ratified human
rights treaty in history. It has been a powerful driver for
change. At a global level, girls and boys today are in a
markedly better situation in terms of health or education
and, generally speaking, enjoy greater freedoms than
ever before to make their own choices. Now more so
than ever, children across the world are acting to claim
their human rights and the rights of others, standing up to
power and demanding change.

In fact, as one recent striking example, sixteen child
petitioners — including Greta Thunberg — from 12
countries around the world presented a landmark official
complaint to the United Nations Committee on the Rights
of the Child to protest lack of government action on the
climate crisis. This was made possible through the third
Optional Protocol to the Convention which created the
first international complaints procedure giving children
the possibility to claim their rights at an international level.
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Eleven-year-old Ahmad collecting his. family’s clothes before the storm in Jabalia Camp’s Al-Saftawy

neighborhood. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

It is an important complement to the
convention to strengthen the status of
children as rights holders, to ensure
that children can seek redress if their
rights are violated, and to expand
their possibility to be heard in an
international forum.

In the implementation of the
convention, virtually every country
has passed laws to protect the rights
of children and has set up programs
to realize those rights to the benefit of
the children involved and equally to
that of society at large. Programs in
areas such as education, access to
justice, nutrition, and health care have
had a tremendous positive impact on
children across the world. In doing
so, states have also contributed to
the realization of the Sustainable
Development Goals, the SDGs. Indeed,
the convention and the SDGs, while
separate frameworks, are mutually
reinforcing: the realization of child
rights supports the achievement of the
SDGs and the implementation of the
SDGs supports the realization of child
rights. As governments operationalize
the SDGs at local and national
levels, they contribute to realizing
the normative principles established
through the convention.

However, despite the noticeable
advancement of the situation of
children over the past decades, our
work is far from over. The rights
of many children continue to be
violated, particularly children growing
up in vulnerable situations because
of conflict, discrimination, and
deprivations.

In the occupied Palestinian territory
(oPt), a similar picture of improvement
over the years combined with ongoing
sizeable challenges presents itself.
Major strides have been made during
the last decades to improve the
situation of children in the oPt, with
some social indicators showing near
universal immunization  coverage
and high school enrollment rates
— including for girls — in primary
education, demonstrating progress
well beyond other countries in the
region.

But much remains to be done before
every Palestinian child is to fully enjoy
every fundamental human right. This
entails addressing the many obstacles
that children face in accessing basic
services and fulfilling their rights.
According to UNICEF, in the oPt, 2.5
million people (a little over half the
population), including more than



With help from his grandchildren, Jamal Abu Hamada, 60 years old, prepares his fishing net in Gaza, Palestine.
Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

1 million children, are in need of
humanitarian assistance. Almost one-
third of Palestinian families live below
the poverty line, and unemployment
rates are high (32.4 percent across
the oPt and 53.7 percent in Gaza,
where youth unemployment reaches
60 percent). Coping mechanisms
are eroding fast, with some children
and families resorting to negative
strategies such as school dropout,
child labor, substance abuse, and
early marriage. Such obstacles are,
to a large extent, developmental in
nature and at times linked to cultural
and religious issues as, for example,
the case with child marriage or the
violence children face in their schools
and communities.

However, the major factor thatimpedes
the full realization of children’s rights
in the oPt comes in the form of the
decades-long Israeli  occupation,
including the Gaza blockade.

In the oPt, out of a total population of
around 4.8 million, about 2.3 million
(1.3 million in the West Bank and 1
million in Gaza), or almost half of the
population, are children. On the basis
of these figures alone, it is clear that
children will be disproportionately
affected by the conflict. As the United
Nations  Secretary-General stated
in his June 2019 report on children
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and armed conflict, as of December
2018, 203 Palestinian children
were held over security offences by
Israeli forces, and for the whole of
2018, 59 Palestinian child casualties
were attributed to Israeli forces.
Moreover, children have suffered in
terms of enjoying their right to health
in instances of delays in permit
applications to Israeli authorities for
accessing medical treatment in Israel,
or in terms of their right to education
when schools were damaged in the
context of military escalations or
security operations. The impact of the
restrictions on freedom of movement
— in the form of checkpoints and the
permit regime — only compound the
challenges Palestinian children suffer
in the enjoyment of their rights.

Perhaps the situation of children in
the context of the Great March of
Return demonstrations in Gaza is
most egregious of all. Since the start
of the demonstrations on March 30,
2018, no less than 43 children have
lost their lives, and a staggering 4,067
children have been injured. As if these
numbers are not baffling enough, we
should also not be oblivious to the
much wider and protracted impact
on the mental health of children and
families as a result of the humanitarian
situation in Gaza.

It is hard to see how the overall
situation of children in the oPt
can be reconciled with the core
principles of the convention, namely,
nondiscrimination, the child’s best
interests, the right to life, survival, and
development, and the right to be heard.
And yet every day Palestinian children
display inspiring stories of resilience
and hope. Many demonstrate great
skills and talents, a determination
to continue to learn and to succeed
despite the odds, and a drive to come
up with innovative solutions to the
problems their communities face and
help build a brighter, more peaceful
future.

Decision-makers and elected officials
should follow the example of these
children’s inspiring stories. I call upon
the duty-bearers in the oPt to heed the
call by the Committee on the Rights of
the Child, which is the body in charge
of monitoring states’ compliance with

the provisions of the convention,
to renew their commitment to the
convention, in celebration of the
30™ anniversary of the convention,
by pledging to take one specific and
measurable action for the promotion,
protection, and realization of the rights
of the child.

James Heenan (Australia) is head of
the oPt country office of the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR). He has worked
with OHCHR for 15 years. Previous
roles include chief of a treaty body
section in headquarters and country
representative in Cambodia. Prior
to joining the UN, he worked in
academia on labor-rights issues and
was a practicing lawyer in the United
Kingdom and in his native Australia.

“l don’t know about the future, but we live under siege,
and this is the only thing that makes us feel free,” explains
Fares, 15.
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RESPECT FOR
CHILDREN'S VIEWS

A Human Rights Approach
to Education in the
State of Palestine

Courtesy of UNDP’s
Programme of Assistance
to the Palestinian People
(UNDP/PAPP)

n 2015, world leaders adopted the new Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) that are an agreed-upon vision
that forms the bedrock of a new development agenda
that sets the world on a course of action to end poverty,
transform lives, and protect the planet.

Kufur Agab, Qalandia. UNDP, photo by Ahed Izhiman.

Better vaccines, nutrition, and disease
control have cut in half the global death
rate for children over the past 20 years;
globally, the maternal mortality ratio
dropped by nearly half. Yet, the indignity
of poverty has not been ended for all.
Children are overrepresented among
the poorest people — one child in five
lives in extreme poverty. Globally,
youth are three times more likely than
adults to be unemployed. Only 35
percent of children worldwide enjoy
effective access to social protection;
and an estimated 19.9 million children
did not receive vaccines during the first
year of life, putting them at serious risk
of potentially fatal diseases. Children’s
rights violations through aggression
and sexual violence continue to plague
many countries around the world,
especially as underreporting and lack
of data aggravate the problem.”

For this reason, the seventeen
Sustainable Development Goals, with
a network of 169 related targets, will
continue the journey towards breaking
new ground.

The dignity of children and their right
to live free from violence and from fear
is now recognized as a distinct priority
on the international development

=N

D] P

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

Education shall be directed

to the full development of the
human personality and to the
strengthening of respect for
human rights and fundamental
freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and
friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups,
and shall further the activities
of the United Nations for the
maintenance of peace.

Article 26, The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

agenda, particularly since almost
a billion children live in countries
where the SDGs remain out of reach.
Placing children at the center of the
SDGs frames their role as initiators
and beneficiaries of development, as
critical agents of change, and ensures
that children are not denied their rights
and left behind.

Education is undeniably one of the
most important aspects of our lives,
providing the key to unlocking our
future aspirations. Placing aside
the obvious attributes of economic
prosperity and development, a quality
education grounded in human rights,
dignity, and social justice develops
the skills and values that help citizens
to transform the world they live in. An
inclusive education fosters respect,
unsettles harmful norms, and breaks




down social boundaries. Ultimately,
education is liberating; it fosters a
vision that reaches beyond borders
to the wider possibilities of our
increasingly complex, competitive, and
connected world.

The human right to education was first
recognized in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in 1948. This has since
been reaffirmed by numerous global
human rights treatises and conventions
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Forgan School. UNDP, photo by Ahed Izhiman.

which have enshrined it in international
law, most notably the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(1989). The right to education has
remained high on the development
agenda of the international community:
education, as one of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals for 2030, aspires
to “ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all.” But
despite the considerable progress on
education access and participation

over the past years, around 262 million
vulnerable children and youth around
the world, aged 6 to 17, were still out
of school in 2017 with no access to
equitable quality education.

Importantly, provisions on the right
to education in international law are
robust and go far beyond simply
requiring all children to be enrolled in
school. The human right to education
requires a commitment to allowing
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children to unlock their potential,
realize opportunities for employment,
and develop life skills. Children also
have a right to a suitable and respectful
learning environment, where they are
allowed meaningful participation and
freedom from all forms of violence. A
central tenet of human rights treaties
is that no individual should be denied
access to and fulfilment of their rights
or suffer discrimination on any basis,
such as their gender, nationality,
ethnicity, etc.
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Education is highly valued in the State of Palestine, with around
1,310,000 students entering the 2019 scholastic year. Yet, students’
performance is negatively impacted by the wider context, and the
provision of basic education persists in a fragile balance. Many
Palestinian children have to study in schools that cannot afford heating
or electricity, and some face long daily journeys to school punctuated
by checkpoints and obstructions.

In Gaza, for example, classes are desperately overcrowded with an
average of 37 children per class. Over 70 percent of UNRWA and
Ministry of Education schools are forced to operate on a double-
shift system, resulting in poorer quality lessons and reduced ability
of teachers to properly support students, particularly those who have
learning and behavioral difficulties.

In 2018, the UN documented 111 interferences to education in the
West Bank affecting 19,196 children; some 50 schools in the West
Bank, including in East Jerusalem, are under threat of demolition.

In spite of these challenges, the State of Palestine has achieved some
extraordinary educational outcomes. Girls and boys are admitted into
basic education at nearly equal rates, and more female students are
admitted into secondary schools and universities with no significant
regional variations. The Palestinian state is one of the most literate
nations in the world, with a 97.2 percent literacy rate in 2018.™ School
and university enrolment is high by both regional and global standards,
and the dropout rate has decreased drastically since the 1990s to 1.2
percent in secondary education. All these factors have contributed to
Palestinians boasting one of the most successful and gender-equal
educational systems in the region.

These mixed realities of life lived under occupation occasionally
capture the attention of the international community. However, it is
viewed as panoptical. Every sector — be it housing, industry, health,
water and sanitation, etc. — requires its own analysis. Education is no
exception. Reframing the current situation of education in the State
of Palestine from a human rights perspective is an essential part of
reaching a genuine and transformative solution that demands that all
children receive a full, quality education.

Rather than viewing the human rights framework as abstract or simply
background narrative, it provides an important basis for decisions and
actions. A human rights-based approach renders explicit the legally
binding obligations of all nations to ensure that human rights are
protected and fulfilled. In doing so, it enables rights holders to demand
meaningful change and accountability. It also sets a higher standard
of what we expect a basic education to be. As long as barriers to the
provision of education exist, Palestinian children are being robbed of
their rights.

“Report of the Secretary-General on SDG Progress 2019
“PCBS - 2019 International Literacy Day
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Data Collection and

Statistics In Realizing the

Rights of Children

By Ola Awad

tatistics are a powerful tool to drive change for the world’s
most vulnerable children. The smart demand for, supply,
and use of data and statistics can improve the lives and
well-being of children. When the right data and statistics
are in the right hands at the right time, decisions can be
better informed, more equitable, and more likely to protect
children’s rights. The effective use of data and statistics
can help us not just track results for children but also
shape those results with better insights about what’s
working, what's not, which children are thriving, and
which children are being left behind. Data and statistics
hold more potential than ever before to shape the lives and
living conditions of children.

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) are targets for global development adopted in
September 2015, with targets set for 2030. All countries
of the world have agreed to work towards achieving
these goals. There are 44 indicators across 10 of the
SDGs that are relevant to children. There is a national
system established to track progress against the SDGs in
Palestine, and this requires national partners to generate
information on a regular basis. The Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), as provider of Palestine’s
official statistics, is leading the development of data
requirements to effectively monitor and review progress
indicators in cooperation with the SDGs national team
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headed by the Prime Minister’s Office.
PCBS also represents Northern Africa
and Western Asia at the High-level
Group for Partnership, Coordination
and Capacity-Building for statistics
for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (HLG-PCCB).

The first SDG target (SDG1) is to
eradicate extreme poverty by 2030,
including to reduce by half the total
number of people living in poverty,
with a specific target on children.
In 2017 almost one in three people
in Palestine (29.2 percent) were
living below the poverty level, with
53 percent of individuals in the Gaza
Strip found to be poor compared to 14
percent in the West Bank. Moreover,
34 percent of individuals in the Gaza
Strip were suffering from deep poverty
compared to 6 percent in the West
Bank. The number of children living in

households with consumption poverty
was 645,000 in 2017, equivalent to 31
percent of children (14 percent in the
West Bank and 53 percent in the Gaza
Strip).! This means that Palestine has
a long way to go to eliminate poverty
and meet the SDG target.

SDG3 on health includes a target to
end preventable deaths of newborns
and children under 5 years of age. In
Palestine, the rate of children under age

-

the northern Gaza Strip. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

five dying before their fifth birthday has
fallen from 33 out of every 1,000 live
births for the period from 1990-1994i
to 22 per 1,000 live births in 2014.7

SDG4 on education includes a target
that all children have access to quality
pre-primary education to prepare them
for primary school. According to the
Population, Housing and Establishment
Census of 2017, 54 percent of children
aged 3 to 5 attend early childhood
education programs in Palestine, and
the rate of children from ages 5 to 17
who are engaged in education is 87
percent. However, the rate of children
between 6 and 17 with disabilities
who are not engaged in any form of
education is 46 percent — an alarming
rate that shall not be overlooked.

All of these are essential statistics
on the Palestinian population which
require investment to generate data
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at a level of confidence and quality
for them to be used for policy and
decision-making.  Realizing  the
importance of national ownership to
achieve sustainable development, the
Palestinian government has committed
to engaging everyone in the seizing
of opportunities ahead. Palestine’s
National Policy Agenda, “Putting
Citizens First,” is consistently aligned
to the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs.



One key data-generation exercise is
the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
(MICS), which provides detailed
information on children, women,
and households. Data collection for
the sixth round of the MICS survey
will occur across Palestine between
December 2019 and January 2020.
Data will be gathered from over 10,000
households throughout the country.
This sample size was calculated
to ensure statistical validity and
representation across all governorates
in Palestine.

The MICS has been a global tool
for the last 20 years, and since the
1990s, close to 300 surveys have
been carried out in more than 100
countries. MICS now facilitates
collection of up to 200 indicators and
has become a key source of data on
child mortality, child protection, early
childhood education, and child health
and nutrition. In addition to its role as
a data-collection tool for monitoring
the progress towards national goals to
promote child welfare, MICS provides
valuable data for the SDGs.

In the context of the State of Palestine,
with the protracted crisis and risks
such as seasonal flooding, using
data to understand vulnerability at the
local level is also essential. PCBS is
analyzing existing data using modern

tools such as mapping and geographic
information systems to understand the
situation and the needs of communities
at the governorate, district, and locality
levels. For example, PCBS has just
issued a series of analytical maps
based upon the census, including
Educational Attendance Rates by
district; and Number of Children with
Disability Not Enrolled in Education by
district.

Our children today will be the data
producers and users of tomorrow, so
we must equip them to explore data
and statistics for the future good of all
Palestinians. Whether we like it or not,
the world is changing, and data is being
generated all around us. We are faced
with new technologies and movements
that include artificial intelligence and
machine learning which can harness
the data we all generate from social
media, telephones, and the internet.
To harness this data revolution, on
the occasion of this year’s World
Statistics Day on October 20, PCBS
in partnership with the Arab American
University launched the “Data Science
Initiative,” which is the first of its kind
in Palestine. The initiative is an open
invitation to all stakeholders and
includes four main projects: the Data
Matters Festival — “A One-Day Journey
to Core Data Science Skills”; Think Data

Using water from a tank near her family tent, Hannan, 5 years old, washes her hands in the Al-Maleh area in
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the northern Jordan Valley. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

Science Program, Data Science for
Executives and Leaders; Data Science

for Schools “Schools  without
Walls”; and Data Science Society of
Palestine. The Schools without Walls
project seeks to embed data science
skills in the curricula of schools and
universities to equip students with
data intuition and motivation to engage
in data science. More details on the
initiative is available at http:/www.
datascience.ps/.

Within the National Strategy for the
Development of Statistics there is a
special focus on raising the awareness
and statistical literacy of data users,
including students and children. To
achieve this, PCBS and the Ministry
of Education have undertaken to
host a National Schools Statistical
Competition for past two years. This
competition gives all 9"-and 10™-
grade students across Gaza and the
West Bank the opportunity to compete
to demonstrate their literacy in the use
and understanding of statistics. The
competition is based on the PCBS
website for students (http:/www.
pchs.gov.ps/students) which provides
statistical data on various topics in an
attractive and interactive way. PCBS

Data Matters Festival at the Ramallah
Cultural Palace on October 20, 2019.
PCBS and the Arab American University
signed an agreement to implement the
Data Science Initiative.

has also created a special interactive
portal for school children within its
main website which, in a child-friendly
manner, seeks to raise awareness
on the use of statistics. The portal is
accessible at http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/
students/index.php.

These initiatives are the stepping-
stones that lead to improving the lives
of our children by preparing them for
their future in a changing world, and
to supporting the next generation of
Palestinians to understand the needs,
vulnerabilities, and systems that
we can draw upon to improve our
children’s vital statistics.

Dr. Ola Awad is the president of
PCBS and the former president of
the International ~ Association  for
Official Statistics (IAQS) 2017-2019.
She has over 20 years’ experience
working on various topics, including
modernization of statistics, sustainable
development, gender equality, youth,
labor market, Palestinian economy,
good governance, statistical literacy,
and management and communication.
She holds a doctorate in business
administration from the University of
Liverpool- UK.

"The Household Expenditure and Consumption Survey, 2017 (PECS).

iThe Palestinian Demographic and Health Survey, 1995.

ii The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2014 (MICS).
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unicef &

for every child

What We Learned on
the Masar Ibrahim
al-Khalil Trail

By Genevieve Boutin,
Yazan Abu Sa’'da,
and Bara’ Owes

or 30 days in the fall of 2019, children and teachers from
schools all over the West Bank were invited to walk with
civil-society representatives, Palestinian public servants,
United Nations staff, and members of the European
Union and other diplomatic missions. Each day we
commemorated one of the rights of the child enshrined
in the International Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC).

The event was organized to mark
the 30" anniversary of the CRC,
the world’s most widely ratified
human rights treaty. But, to be
honest, it became clear that this
event should take place every
year.

Walking the trail was a new
experience for many of the
participants. In today’s world,
children have fewer and
fewer opportunities to simply
be outdoors and enjoy the
landscape. Children are kept
busy with school and extra-
curricular - activities, and too
often immobilized by their smart
phones and other gadgets.
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Palestinian girl participating in 't-he Masar Ibrahim trail, celebrating 30 years
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

In Palestine, this global trend is
accentuated by the multiple movement
restrictions that are imposed on the
population. It is never easy to simply
decide to travel to another part of
Palestine, let alone walk across fields
and towns that straddle different
administrative and security zones, and
where checkpoints or encounters with
security forces can occur at any time.
For boys such as Bara® who attend
schools where the presence of military

forces is commonplace, just getting
safely to school is a challenge.

During these hours spent walking, we
learned a number of fascinating facts
about the complex layers of Palestine’s
history. We also learned about the
crops that are still grown in some
localities and the traditional ways
to tend the land — whether in caring
for olive trees, growing sweet green
peppers, or continuing the traditional
production of tobacco.

UN, EU, and local NGOs along with Palestinian students participate in the hike along the Masar Ibrahim trail,
celebrating 30 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.
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Palestinian students walking the Wadi al-delt segment of the Masar Ibrahim Trail, celebrating 30 years of the

Convention on the Rights of the Child. Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.

As we spoke about children’s rights,
we discovered that some — like the
right to education, the right to food, and
the right to a family — were very well
understood by children of all ages and
backgrounds. Surprisingly, children
rarely mentioned the right to water in
the first instance. And it usually took
more time for children to think of other
rights, including the rights of children
from minority groups, the rights of
children living with disabilities, and the
right to freedom and safety.

At the same time, it seemed that
instinctively all the children we spoke
to understood that rights are indivisible
and interrelated. We were never able to
focus only on one right during our talks
along the trail because children such
as Yazan knew very well that we cannot
separate the achievement of one right
from that of all the others. Nor can we
separate the achievement of rights
for one child from the achievement of
every right for every child.

From the discussions that took place
along the trail, it appeared that there
is still a lot of work to do to reach the
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point where children in Palestine see
themselves as rights holders who know
their rights and who are ready to hold
adults and institutions accountable for
promoting and protecting these rights.
Knowing one’s rights is a first step,
but the full realization of the spirit of
the CRC, especially within a context
of continued conflict and life under
occupation, is a long walk that will
require continued nurturing and effort.

Even if we had forgotten the value of
less structured time for children, our
experience with them served as a
vivid reminder. Girls and boys often
said that what they enjoyed most was
walking with their friends. They were
happy to a have a chance to meet the
people from international organizations
and diplomatic missions who came
to walk with them. Even the youngest
displayed  the  much-celebrated
Palestinian hospitality, which we also
found in the people we met along the
way. Many children said that they
would like more chances to spend time
learning outdoors.

Throughout this wonderful journey,
we never forgot the sad reality that
we were unable to walk in the same
way across Gaza, where children have
even fewer opportunities to enjoy the
beautiful landscapes of their country.

Finally, my UNICEF colleagues and
myself were reminded of perhaps the
biggest lesson of all: In order to truly
deliver on our promise to reach every
single child and ensure the realization
of every child’s rights, we have to
create meaningful opportunities for
children to express their aspirations
and their views of the challenges and
opportunities ahead, and be ready to

support their vision of the future. This
takes time, space, and much more
genuine listening.

Genevieve  Boutin is  UNICEF’s
Special Representative in the State of
Palestine.

Yazan Abu Sa’da, a 16-year-old from
Beit Sahour near Bethlehem, was a
participant in the walk.

Bara’ Owes, a 15-year-old from Sawyet
al-Liban Village near Nablus, was a
participant in the walk.

Celebrating the achievement of Yazan, 5 years old, during his participation in the family-day walk in Battir,
as part of the Masar Ibrahim Trail, celebrating 30 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Photo ©UNICEF-SoP/2019.




Personality of the Month

Dr. Hatem Khamash

Dr. Hatem Khamash is a Palestinian medical doctor whose work
experience spans more than two decades. In addition to his role
as a consultant and adviser for many organizations and programs
that deal with neonatal and pediatric care, his biggest achievement
is his outstanding work in the development of the Neonatology
Department at Makassed Islamic Charitable Society Hospital. He
currently serves as the head of the Neonatal Department — the
main and most modern neonatal referral unit in Palestine — where
he has worked since 1993. He is listed as a major contributor to
the research done on organizing neonatal services in Palestine
through the mapping of neonatal services, a project of the Ministry
of Health (MoH) and the Palestinian National Institute of Public
Health, through which a referral protocol for perinatal and neonatal
transfer was developed and approved by the MoH. In addition, he is
a senior adviser at Juzoor for Health and Social Development and
contributes to its training programs. He is also an instructor and
course director of the Neonatal
Resuscitation Program and
the Pediatric Advanced Life
Support course provided
by the American Heart
Association and
conducted by Juzoor.
Dr Khamash is also
an adviser to the
Palestinian  Ministry
of Health in pediatrics
and neonatal care.

Dr. Khamash was born
in 1960 in Jerusalem.
He completed his
undergraduate
studies in 1984 at the
University of Jordan’s
School of Medicine.

He then continued his studies at
the University of Jordan hospital
from 1985 to 1987, to specialize
in pediatrics, after which he did his
training in pediatrics and neonatology
in the pediatric, perinatal, and
neonatal program at the University
of Toronto from 1987 to 1993. His
tremendous efforts earned him a
fellowship from the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada
in 1992, and he obtained a certificate
in pediatrics and neonatology. Having
spent 15 years studying, working,
and living abroad, his love for his
land, his people, and his home
country was the driving force that
compelled him to return home to give
back to his people, living in Jerusalem
and working throughout Palestine. Dr.
Khamash has always felt a passionate
loyalty towards his people. He and
other colleagues organized a housing
society for physicians that built the
first housing project for professionals
in Jerusalem. It was an enormously
challenging task that took more than
20 years to accomplish, but the end
result has helped forty families to
settle in Jerusalem.

Currently, Dr. Khamash is a member
of many national and international
pediatrics and neonatal groups,
including the Palestine Pediatric
Society, the Canadian Pediatric

Society, and the European Society
of Pediatric Research. In addition,
he is a member of the Arab Board
of Pediatrics and head of the Arab
Sub-Board in Neonatology. He has
also been a diplomat of the American
Board of Pediatrics and Sub-Board of
Neonatology since 1993.

Dr. Khamash has a deep passion
for education and teaching. As an
associate professor of pediatrics
in the School of Medicine at Al-
Quds University, he is well-known
and recognized for his training of
undergraduates and postgraduates in
pediatrics and neonatology. Moreover,
he initiated the first fellowship training
program in neonatology in Palestine
at Makassed Hospital. The program
is recognized by the Palestine
Medical Council and the Arab Medical
Council.

Dr. Khamash has published and
participated in the publication of
several papers on pediatrics and
neonatology and has presented them
in numerous national and international
scientific conferences. With the help
of the Ministry of Health, UNICEF, and
Juzoor, Dr. Khamash supervised the
production of the national neonatal
protocol.



EVENTS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday 23

10:00-17:00 Sunbula Annual Holiday Bazaar,
offering the opportunity to shop directly
from Sunbula’s partner craft producers from
across Palestine. W.F. Albright Institute for
Archeological Research.

BETHLEHEM
BOOK LAUNCHES
Friday 1
10:00-12:00 Suddenly Alone book discussion
and presentation with Isabelle Autissier, a
French sailor and the first female to have
completed a tour around the world. She will
present her views on societal issues such as
the protection of environment. Organized by
Insitut Francais de Jerusalem-Chateaubriand
Gaza Ramallah. Palestine Wildlife Society,
Beit Sahour.

CONCERTS

Friday 1

18:00-19:00 Concert performed by Juan
Paradell Solé, a distinguished Lifetime First
Organist of Basilica Papale di Santa Maria
Maggiore of Rome and professor at the “L.
Refice” Music Conservatory in Frosinone. The
concertis organized as part of the Terra Sancta
Organ Festival. St. Catherine Church.

Monday 11

13:30-14:30 FYMO (Filasteen Young
Musicians Orchestra) concert under the
baton of conductor Remy Ballot, organized
by Barenboim Said Music Centre — Ramallah.
Bethlehem University.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

10:00-19:00 Souk al-Makhrour is a weekly
farm-to-basket shopping market that
offers Palestinian and Arabic traditional
and authentic products and fresh organic
fruits and vegetables, along with live music,
cultural exchanges, art, nature exploration,
and amazing local dishes that take into
consideration vegans, vegetarians, and gluten-
free options. Al-Makhrour Valley, Beit Jala.

Friday 8 — Saturday 9

11:00-23:30 Exist Festival 2019 celebrates
alternative audio cultures around the world
that show solidarity with the Palestinian
people, aiming to strengthen the link between
Palestinian musical and audio gatherings
with their international counterpart. For more
information, please visit www.exist-festival.ps.

74

Monday 25

12:00 The Annual Christmas Press Conference,
organized by Bethlehem Municipality, spreads
the Christmas message from Bethlehem to the
world. Bethlehem Municipality.

Saturday 30

18:00-20:00 Bethlehem Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony. Organized by Bethlehem
Municipality under the Patronage of H.E.
Prime Minister Dr. Mohammed Ishtayeh.
Manger Square.

SYMPOSIA

Friday 1 — Saturday 2

9:00-18:00 The Ninth Palestinian International
Chemistry Conference, organized by the
Palestinian Chemical Society in coordination
with Palestine Academy for Science and
Technology and Bethlehem University, provides
a platform for academics and researchers
from various Palestinian and international
universities to present research in various fields
of chemistry. Bethlehem University.

Monday 25 — Tuesday 26

8:00-18:00 The Second International
Conference on Civil Engineering (ICCE-P),
organized by the Engineers Association-
Jerusalem Center. Bethlehem Convention
Palace.

BIRZEIT
SYMPOSIA

Tuesday 5

9:00-15:00 Digital Security Education
Conference, organized by the Arab Center
for Social Media Advancement, Birzeit
University, and the Media Development Center
in cooperation with the Palestinian Ministry of
Education. Birzeit University.

HEBRON
SYMPOSIA

Sunday 24

9:00-18:00 The Fifth National Conference
on Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET 2019), organized by Palestine
Polytechnic University. College of Applied
Professions - Palestine Polytechnic University.

RAMALLAH
BOOK LAUNCHES

Monday 11

18:00 Book launch of The Miserable Watchdog, by
Sonia Khader, about the owner of an international
fashion house who ascended the ladder of glory
but decides to pursue her dreams in exchange for
releasing her deeply rooted memories in denial
and rejection. A.M. Qattan Foundation.

CHILDREN’S EVENTS

Monday 4, 11, 18, 25

15:30-16:30 The Story Maker — storytelling by
Lara Nassar for children from 2 to 5 years old,
organized by Children and Youth Public Library
and Ramallah Municipality. Children and Youth
Public Library-Ottoman Court Building.

Saturday 9

10:00-17:00 Homemade Palestine Autumn
Market 2019 s a local artisans’ market organized
by Mashjar Juthour, Handmade Palestine, La Vie,
and Little Olea. La Vie Café.

CONCERTS

Saturday 9

18:00-19:00 FYMO (Filasteen Young Musicians
Orchestra) concert under the baton of conductor
Remy Ballot, organized by Barenboim Said Music
Centre -Ramallah. Medical Relief Society.

Friday 29

18:00-23:30 Boombox 3 is a Palestinian hip-hop
festival organized by DJAM Palestine, PAM Fest,
Buzz, Boombox.ps, Events.ps. Grand Park Hotel.

EXHIBITIONS

Wednesday 13

14:00-15:00 Guest Curator’s Tour, organized by
the Palestinian Museum, with Dr. Tina Sherwell,
to explore a collection of unique historical and
contemporary works. The exhibition explores how
representations of landscape have evolved from
the 1930s to the present via a selection of works
by 36 artists from Palestine and its diaspora.
The works include paintings, photography,
installations, video and film, natural media, and
sculpture. The Palestinian Museum.

Saturday 16

10:00-13:00 Four Seasons: Introduction to
Scientific Botanical Drawing (Autumn) is a
workshop guided by artist Elizabeth Tesdell to
observe a selection of plants and understand
their unique forms and distinguishing features.
The workshop will be followed by the production
of scientific drawings of plants in the museum
gardens based on the participants’ visual and
sensory observation. The Palestinian Museum.
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Sunday 17

16:30-18:30 Public Display — The Tale of Sheikh
Sa’ed Village showcases the works produced
by participants in the Sheikh Sa’ed Workshop
which include a short film, a comic book, a
booklet containing the final text, and a collection
of artistic postcards. Organized by the Palestinian
Museum with writer Ahlam Bsharat and artists
Haneen Nazzal and Hiba Saleem. The Palestinian
Museum.

FILM SCREENINGS

Wednesday 6

18:00 Little Eagles, produced in 2016 and
directed by Mohamed Rashad, is a 77-minute
Egyptian documentary film that tells the story of
Mohamed, the son of a modest worker, who lives
in Alexandria and dreams of moving to Cairo to
become a filmmaker. His search inevitably leads
him to new questions that link the past with the
fraught present, one in which his generation
is attempting to find their way. A.M. Qattan
Foundation.

Wednesday 13

18:00 The Measure of a Man, produced in 2015
and directed by Stéphane Brizé, is a 91-minute
French film that cleverly and brutally dissects
contemporary corporate culture, showing an
uncompromising look at the extent to which
someone is willing to compromise ideals in the
name of a much-needed paycheck. A.M. Qattan
Foundation Building/Theatre.

Wednesday 20

18:00 Kirikou and the Sorceress, produced in
1998 and directed by Michel Ocelot and Raymond
Burlet, is a 71-minute film that tells the story of an
unusual boy born in an African village upon which
aterrible spell has been cast and who tries to rid
the village of the curse. A.M. Qattan Foundation
Building/Theatre.

Wednesday 27

18:00 Shoes, produced in 1916 and directed
by Lois Weber, is a 60-minute American film
about a young working girl who is the sole wage
earner for her family and whose earnings are not
enough for her family’s needs. In constant pain
and with no solution in sight, the disheartened
girl considers the uninvited advances of a cad
with clearly dishonorable intentions. A.M. Qattan
Foundation/ Theatre.

LECTURES

Sunday 3

18:00-19:00 Discussion with Andrew Ross,
author of Stone Men, which illustrates how the
stones of historic Palestine and Palestinian labor
have been used to build the state of Israel, even
while the industry is central to Palestinians’ own
efforts to erect bulwarks against the occupation.
Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center.



EVENTS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday 2

18:30-21:30 Night at the Museum is a night that
starts with a screening of Larissa Sansour and
Soren Lind’s 2016 film In the Future, followed
by stargazing the Palestinian Spacescape and
depicting observations in the form of poems
and illustrations. Organized by the Palestinian
Museum in cooperation with NOVA for Astronomy
and Space Science. The Palestinian Museum.

Thursday 8 — Saturday 10

11:00 Science Days Palestine 2019 Festival
under the theme of Relational Nature and the
Web of Life; inspired by naturalist, explorer,
and geographer Alexander von Humboldt’s
exploratory works. The festival's theme focuses
on children’s passion to explore nature, how
humanity and nature form a harmonious universe
in which we live, and our responsibility to protect
this harmony. Organized by the A.M. Qattan
Foundation through the Science Studio, a project
of the Educational Research and Development
Programme of the Foundation in partnership
with the Goethe-Institut in Ramallah, the French
Cultural Centre, Al Nayzak Organization for
Supportive Education and Scientific Innovation,
and the Ramallah Municipality. A.M. Qattan
Foundation.

Saturday 2 — Wednesday 6

10:00-14:00 In Transition: lllustration and Its
Expressive Potential is a workshop for those
over 17 years old with artist Alyana Cazalet,
offering participants who have the ability to
draw the opportunity to explore different visual
communication fields, including reportage, book
illustration, and graphic storytelling through a
series of daily creative projects. The Palestinian
Museum.

Friday 22

Documenting Mushroom Hunting in Palestine
is a workshop at The Palestinian Museum
with photographer/videographer Hareth Yousef
that encompasses taking participants on two
guided mushroom-hunting trips in the hills
surrounding Birzeit (Ein Qinya and Kobar), during
which they will film and document the various
species they encounter as well as the tricks and
tools employed in collecting mushrooms. The
Palestinian Museum. For participation, please
register at: www.palmuseum.org.
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Friday 29

13:00-16:30 Counter Montages: Theoretical
and Practical Workshop on the moving image,
organized by The Palestinian Museum, with artist
Javier Toscano, to explore different strategies of
interpretation that dislocate, reassign, adjust, or
simply overflow the semantic codes that stabilize
the usual readings of the images that inhabit our
environment, in order to reconfigure principles
of identity and structural understandings that
manage to affect the socio-political plane at a
variety of levels. The workshop runs till December
7,2019. The Palestinian Museum.

SYMPOSIA

Tuesday 12

8:00-18:00 Palestinian Training Forum 2019 is
organized by the Palestinian Trainers Association,
offering a wide platform for professional training
in dialogue and exchange of knowledge and
experience. Palestinian Red Crescent Society.

THEATER

Tuesday 21

18:00 Al-Hoota Cave, by Amer Hiehel, is a
theatrical performance based on a true story
about a 15-year-old boy named Basil who
joins ISIS, fights in their name, and shares with
them the secrets of Al-Hoota Cave. A.M. Qattan
Foundation Building/Theatre.

UPCOMING DECEMBER
EVENTS

LECTURES

Wednesday, December 4

13:00-18:30 “Who Are the People Working for
Justice in Israel?” is a session that will allow
you to listen to and learn from members of
the community in Jerusalem working for a just
peace in Israel. Organized by Sabeel Ecumenical
Liberation Theology Center. Tantur Ecumenical
Institute. For participation, please register at:
registration@sabeel.org.

TOURS

Wednesday, December 4

8:30-11:00 A special tour of Al-Asqa Mosque,
focusing on its historical, archaeological, and
religious significance. Organized by Sabeel
Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center. Gathering
at Al-Agsa Mosque. For participation, please
register at: registration@sabeel.org.

BETHLEHEM
LECTURES

Monday, December 2

8:30-12:00 Moderated Panel on Current
Political Realities in Palestine and Inside Israel
is a question-and-answer discussion with
representatives from the United Nations, the
Palestinian Authority, an Israeli Member of the
Knesset, and Al-Haq on the current political
realities and international law. Organized by
Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center.
Bethlehem Hotel. For participation, please register
at: registration@sabeel.org.

Thursday, December 5

8:30-13:00 “Palestine and Nonviolence” is a
session in which Sabeel members will provide
information about the KUMI Initiative and offer
workshops on nonviolent resistance. Organized
by Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center.
Bethlehem Hotel. For participation, please register
at: registration@sabeel.org.

14:00-1:00 “Christian Zionism,” is a lecture and
workshop organized by Bethlehem Bible College
in cooperation with Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Center. Bethlehem Bible College. For
participation, please register at: registration@
sabeel.org
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Monday, December 2

14:00-19:00 A meeting with the Palestinian
community of Beit Sahour, hosted by Kairos
Palestine, is an opportunity to hear about and
learn what life is like for them, and visit their
worship spaces. Organized by Sabeel Ecumenical
Liberation Theology Center. Bethlehem Hotel. For
participation, please register at: registration@
sabeel.org.

Tuesday, December 3

8:30-18:00 “Interfaith Relations between
Muslim and Christian Communities” is a look
into Muslim and Christian interfaith relations and
a discussion on religious extremism, hosted
by Al-Liga. Organized by Sabeel Ecumenical
Liberation Theology Center. Bethlehem Hotel. For
participation, please register at: registration@
sabeel.org.

Friday, December 6

13:45-20:00 An afternoon at Dar al-Kalima to
learn about the institution from Rev. Mitri Raheb,
participate in workshops with the students, and
learn about Palestinian art as cultural resistance.
Organized by Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Center. Dar al-Kalima University College
of Arts & Culture. For participation, please register
at: registration@sabeel.org
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Bethlehem

CULTURAL CENTERS

Al Ma'mal Foundation for Contemporary A

Al-Jawalda 5t #8. New Gate, PO Box 14644, Jenusalem 91145

Tel: 02-6283457, Fax: 026272312

Email: infodiiaimamaiioundation ong, wew aimamalfcundation o
Al Mamal Fourdation for Conlemparary Al

Palestinian Heritage Museum

Abu Chaida 51, P.0Bax 19377, Jenssalem
Tol. +572 2 6272530, Fax +572 2 622341
Email’ infoiicta-museyum org

wirksibe: wwnw dis-museum oo

&%

Jerusalem 11 Azzahra 51, Shihahi Bulding

Tek+B7 2{02-6.26-3230, Fax: «972 (026271711

PO Bow 66676, Jenusalem, T1666

Emisl. mici@nem ot odu, hipfnom. birzed odu
hizps: e fecabook combasnom/

Birzeit University,

Did Gir's Hostel, Birzait, Tl 02-281-91506

Ramallah Tel 02-2958070.1, Fax: 022058071

Beit Sahour Tel & Fax 02-2T48704

Tehaikovsky Musical School Tal & Fax: 07 TEE0G

Mablus Tel & Fax: 052387773

Gaza Ted & Fax (8-2628503

The Edward Said

Jw}f-m«f»m National Conservatory

sy iinioie OF Music (ESNCM)

Pholo countesy of ESNCM

Yabous Cultural Centre

10 A Zahea 51 PO Box 54874

Jarussatem, Palasting

Tek: 00S722 BIG1045, Fax Q09722 6361372

Email: officemanageriysbous.crg, Website: Yabous org

Dar Al-Sabagh Centre for Diaspora Studies and Research
yralaill @l pll e j=sya

Star Streat, Bethlehemn, Tel and Fax: «870-2-27422735,

Email daralsabaghi@cchp ps @dnrslspﬂaqh

n Dar Al Sabagh Deaspora Studes and Research Centre
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Palestine Museum of Natural History

Mar Ardirea, Antonya Stieel, Bathishem
Tl ST5-Z21 73553 mio@palastinanature ong
Wi prlesimenabung angiisi

n Palesting Museum of Mahual History

A M. Qattan Foundation

27 An-Nahdi Women Associaban Streed, Al-Tira

Ramalah - Palesting, F.0. Box 2276, Postal Code B060G

Telephone +970 2 296 05440570 2 296 3780, Fax +970 2 296 0544
Email’ info@gatianioundation ong. www.gatianfoundabon cg

Popular Art Centre

Al -Ain Street, Box 3627, El- Bireh, Palesting
Ted +570 2 240360, Fax: «37 02 2402851, Mab: 37 0 503347507
Email” info{@popularestcantre org, waww populararicentne o

H Tacebook comPopulanitCentre E hittpiiraittar comPAC_AnCenine
r{_ﬂ hiEp ifnstagram oomipac anoening

ol ok ) s
Barayyol Ramallah

Sarey}rf:t Ramallah- First Ramallah Group

Al-Tireh Street, PO Box: 2017, Ramallah- West Bank, Palestina

Tel: « G702 205 27 06 / + 970 2 295 26 9]

Jawewal: « BT0 55T TFT 096, Fax; « 570 2 298 05 63

E-mad sareyyelfsareyyet ps lanisareyvel ps, waw saneyvel pg
SareyyeiRamaliah

W

Pol

The Palestinian Circus School
Al Manzei Sireet. Buzeil

Tetefa: +570-2- 2512000, Mobile: +572-53 2812001

Email; Infod@palcircus ps, waw palcirins ps

lifhe Palestingn Cireus School

=

S
B weit

The Palestinian Museum

Museum Street, PO Box 48, Brreit, Palesting
Tel <870 2 794 1548, Fax +5970 2 2% 1936, Emad’ infofEpalmuseum om

n The Falestinkan Museum el il
_J Epalmusoum ﬁaj palmuiseum




ACCOMMODATIONS

Jerusalem

G Fh Falain HOMEL

Ambassador Hotel
By Ambeassador Collaction

Shankh Jarrah. Jerwsalem, 91196
Tel 541 2222, Fax: 582 8202
resenvationimnsalemambasiatdon com

Ambassador Boutique
By Ambassador Collection
5 |bn Abu Taleb, Janusalam
Tel 972 2 632 5000, Fax: #8722 632 5029
Emad: boutiqueiambassadorcaliaction com

Austrian Hospice o the Hoty Family

Via Dolorosa 37, PO Box 18600, Jensalem 91194
Ted #8072 3 6265800, Fax; #5972 2 6265818
Emadl offices@austnanhospeos com, Wobsde www aisinanhaspice com

Casa Nova - Jerusalem Hospice Guesthouse

Casanova Sireel, Mew Gale

PO Bow 1321 Jarusatem 101301 |srasl

Tel 02 627 1441, (2 676 7474, Fax: 02 626 4370

Email: casanovapicusicdia ong, hitps Ucasanavaj cusioda o

Christmas Boutique Hotel

Al Bon Abi Taleb Strecd, Jesusalem
Ted 026282588 Fax 02-626441T7

chmsimashoteliberogni net

(loria Hotel

Labn Patnarch 5t 33, Jensalem
Tel 628 2431, Fax: 628 2401

glomashlginelnson nol (904 1 —

Jerusalem Hotel
15 Antera Ben Shadad 51, Jensalem
Tol, B28 3282 Fax 6283282, raed@jrshotel com, www gsholel com

n.lmalaml-ﬁ:lbal

Knights Palace Hotel

Froves Streal, New Gato, Jarusahem
Tel 628 2537, Fax: 627 5390

- .o o FRCATIAE T s

Pontifical Inshibute

Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center

3 Paratroopers Road, PO, Bax 20531, Jenssalam, 91204
Tel E27 9111, Fax: 627 1955, www notredamecentar org

“ Pontificsal Instituta Notre Dame of Jenusalem Center

Ritz Hotel Jerusalem » » »

| B ibn Khaldoun Street, PO Box 19186, Jenuzalem

Tol +572 (02 626 9900, Fax: +372 (0)2 626 9910
Email. reservationsierusalemsile corm, waw jerssemetz com

n www facsbook comRitzHotelJenssalem

Ramallah

Seven Arches Hotel ##++

Mount of Clives, Jorusalem, 91150
Tek 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319
syranchifibazeqint net, www Tarches.com

St. George Hotel

- GAmr Ibn Al Was Street - Jenusalam

P.OUBOX 65272 Jerusalem 51544
Tal 872 2 627 T332, Fax +972 2 627 7233
E-mail: mfoi@sigeargeholelerusalam com

Tantur Hills Hotel

Hetzon Road 303 (balfore Rachels Tomb)

PO Box 19250, Jerusalam 9119201

Tel +972 2 5658800 Fax +372 2 5658801
resenvationsi@ianturhdls com, wawianturhils com

Caesar Hotel

Al Masyoun, Ramallal
Tek 029975400 Fax 022673401
InfoiEcaasar-holel ps, www caesar-hoted ps

Carmel Hotel « «#«+»

Al-Mesyoun, Remallah, Palestme
Tel ?ﬁfﬂ?.?? Fax: 2956565

I carmalhctel ps T4 roora K s, 20 holed aparsment,

Spa Gym, £ Bars, 6 cond 2 1o, 2
resiaurants. and indoor parking

Gemzo Suites Fully Fumished Exscutive Apartments
Al-Brah, Romallah, PO Box 4101, Tal, 02-2409729,
gamzodEpalmel com, waw gemzosubes nel

Gemzo Sunes

Lavender Boutique Hotel

Al-Kuzha 5"'00!24 Ramalah
Ted 297 7073

resenvationFlaverderboutiquehoted com, wiew lavendarboutiguehabel com

Millennium Hotel Palestine Ramallah

PO Box 1771, Pelesting, Ramailah, Al Masyoun
Tel: +810 2 2965868 Fax: «570 2 2985333

B reservations mhra@mdlenniumhotels com, waw millenniumhateds com

Taybeh Golden Hotel

| Mamn Streat 100 Taybeh (Ramallah Drsanct)
| Tel FE0-5440

infoiEtaybehgoidanhotel com, www iaybehgoldenhotal com



ACCOMMODATIONS RESTAURANTS

Ambassador Cit o
By Ambassadar Colachon y .?lf}ﬂ
EITY maTEL Sear Streat Beslahom Casanova Streat, New Gale

FO.Box 1327 Jerusalem 9101301 lsrael
Tek 02 627 1441, 02 626 2974, Fao: (2 626 4370
Emadl. casanovapficusindia org, hitps Moasanove) cuslodia ong/

Tol +372 2 275 G400, Faw: #5472 2 276 3736
Emesl: cityiEambassadarcollechon com
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Jacir Palace Hotel

Janusalem-Hebron Road, PO Box 1167, Bethlshem - Palesting
Tel: DOSTZZITEETTT, Fax, OOOTIZ2TEETTO
resarvaboniijacimpalace ps, www acrpalace ps

Facebook jacirpalacehatsl, Twitter: JociiP alace

Al Diwan Restaurant Ambassador Hotel

Sheikh Jarah, Jerusalem, 91196, Tet 541 2222, Fao 582 8202
reseqvationEpEnusaiemanbassadon com, www jenusaiemambassador com

n lemb enusalem [T AR

Mativity Bells Hotel

Caty Certer - Manger Stree!

Teb 00572 2 3748880, AT40508, Fao: 00 572 2 2745870
Emul: nabitybafsiDpalne com, wawa natinlybelshobel ps
hittps. e facebock :,c:|-'|'N:|!|'.-|I:|-I;!.-::I'I:,"In‘.l-l-'

Borderline Restaurant Café

Sheikh Jarrah, East Jenssalem 97700
Ted 532 8342 contactishatwan org

Ibda'a Cultural Center Guesthouse

Dhessheh Refuges Camp, Bab al-Mohayem, Bethlehem
Tal +970 02 277 6444 mioEddandd org www ibdaadl org

n Ibda'a Cultural Cenlos

Cheese & Wine Rooftop Restaurant
{Pontdfical Insttule Notre Dame of Jemusalem Cenler)
Ted §27 8177, rooltop@notredamecenier org, www notredameoenten org

n Maitre Dame Rooftop/Cheese & Wine Restauran

Jerusalem Hotel Restaurant (kan Zaman)
13 Antara Ban Shadad 5t , Jenssalam
Tel 628 3282, Fax: G283252, raediyrshoted com, www rshotel com

“ S N et i edien anaan Cusine

heablus
. = Tek 09 233 3555 Fax, 09 233 3666
; N ol IndoiEatyasmesn.com,

W Blyarsmesn com

@ Al Yasmeen Hotel

E
5

La CﬂHiﬂa Hastro and Bestaurant

Tantur Hilis Hotel, Hebeon Road 300

Tok +972 2 5658500 Fax +872 2 5658801

Erasl. resarvationsi@ianturhils com, waw tanturhifs com Hoors
On Weaze: Tantur Hils Hotel DF;“ :,;JF:]

Jericho Resorts # = + »

Bisar Streat. Meor Hisham Palace, 162 Jencho

Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189

reservaongijjerichoresonts com, waw jerichohesarts com
n Jencho Resort Villags

Meejana Lounge (s:st George Hote

. i & famr Ibn Al A'as Streed - Jenusalem
DaSIs ]_lotE! - JEFILhD PO BOX BS2T2 Jansalam 31544

Jerusalem Streel, Tel: 022311200 Fax: 022311222 Tel «572 2 62T 1232, Fax. «&72 2 627 T233
Email: info@oasis-lericho ps. wibsse - hoip eww casis-ericho ps. E-mail; infoi@isipacigeholebensalem com
n'ﬁww facebook comiUasstencha, Snapchal: ansis hahel

1
Pasha's

Sheikh Jarmah, East Jenssalem 97200

Tel 582 5162, 537 8347, contactfishahwan o

Rawabi Hotel Rental Apartments

| Rawabs GEG, Palestne
Mobile: 059 420 2378
rent@rawabi ps
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Ramallah

RESTAURANTS

Al-Jisser Pub

Al Madares Sreet, Best Sahour
Mobile: 0597452175

n Al-isses fa alpszaf

Bab idDeir Gallery & Kitchen
[edk Duarier, Manger Street. Bethlehem
Tel 02 276 5222

.r'ipe-mrg I;\m,ls

n Baw idDeir Gallery & Kitchen ‘u[w':".! I*..I':Eﬂu::_ll.'..
Fawda Restaurant cners aie
i modern Lk on Paleshnmh cumno
Heesh Al-Zynan Guesthouse, off Star Streed, Bathlshem
Tal 02-2T47529, Email reservabonsi@hoshalsyrian com
Bookings required at least a day in advanca
() Lounge
Natwity Street {opposite Arab Bank), Bethlehem
Tel 022771481, Email: sabbassioun@gmal com

N P ’ Clased only on Tuesdays
K G Lounge 1 (©) qounzer 11 00 AM T T D0AM
Shams Al-Aseel
Enjy shine’s n and cuising

Al Makhrour Valley, Beft Jaba, Tel: 0559-461-6011 / 052-T44-2003
nwmib wom'shams alases palesting

Singer Café
(4 Caty Streal, Bert Sahour
Tk 02-27T1171, Emad: Infoi@singercale.com

n Singar Café

Azure Restaurant ouw homess yous
Mediierrancan and Stoaks

Tel and fax numbers +972-2- 2957850, Email: Azure resti@igmad com
I'i wwe facebook comifizure restarant

Martini Bar

Alblasyoun, Ramalsh

Tel: 2973400

n Mastiné Bar [ O] Martindiar_raenailah

Pronto Restocafe s Restawant Est 1997

Or lzsa Jiadeh Strest | Ramallsh, Palestine
Ted: 02-295-T312 or 0555795578, prontocalesramaliah@gmal com

H Pronta Restocale TEJ prontoramaltah

RESTAURANTS

Zeit ou Zaater

Ruieab St Ramaliah
({2} 295 4455, Emai. petouzsatenigmai com

H zZedolizanter

Zest
Esza Dindih Sireel, Ramaliah, Palestng
Ted: 02 295 3555, E-mai info@rest ps

n FESTRestaurantMcal ra} resimsisuranioficsl

Artoos

The Art of CGielatn

Q Center, Rewabi 666, Palestna

Tel: (12 282 5584

haps fhwaw facabook com/QCenerRawabCrificiall

Lilac
&y Pizza, Pasta, & Pastnies
[ Center, Rawabi 666, Palesing
el Tel 02 252 5544
hittpesfwewna faceboak com/OCenterRawabil)ficial/

Qburger

Basrger

Q Canter. Rawabs 566, Palestng

Tel 02 282 5594

tpes Swrarw. Faon book comiTC erer Ry Cificol

Shrak

Shawerma & Falafel

Q Cenles, Rewahi 666, Palasting

Tel 07 282 5594

hitps: Mwww facebook comMCenterRawabeOthoal!

Siroter

French Calee & Bakery

3 Center, Rawabd G55, Palesting

Ted 02 282 5559

hatps weara facebook comiQCenterRawabiOficiall

£ pulle

Quick Sandwiches Shop

(2 Canter, Rawabi 666, Palestne

Ted 2 232 5594

hatpes Hwarw. facebotk comQCenteeRawabiDfficiall

4| =i | Zeit ou Zaater

o] | fecase) | Tel 092333555 Fax 09233 3666

m t e ; Infoialyasmesn com, www, slyasmeen.com
= b _— “ filcuzanle



ATTRACTIONS

Jerusalem

Ramallah
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Levantine Gallery

Adiordable orginats, 10p quality prints and Arsbic calligraphy

16 Chnstan Quarter Road, (hd City Jenusalem
Tel; #372-2.970 7790 Mob: «072.52. 675 4278

Fallow 1= cllln}'ulﬂ_‘k af @i'lkl.lem-l'

Birzeit Brewing Co. Shepherds Beer
Brewing Beer of Palestine with passaon for fnends

Municipafity sireet, Old town, Birzeit
Tel: #5612 2 2819111, Mobib: +972 56 2776565
Emad infodibbde ps. Website: www shepherds ps

n Shepherds Baer Have you booked your four !

Poster
Making Palastmian An Accessibda to Everyone, Get yours now!

A Presidant Square, A-Baly', Alireh
Ted: (2 24264650, Mob: 0592647732
zanani@zowyeh nal www Zawyah ned

Taybeh Brewery
Proudly Brewing & Botthng Promium Palestindan Beer sinos 1054

Near the ru’.u%aa;-teh Villngo, Hamalah Dinc
Tol. 02-265-5658, laybehi@palnel com, www tybehbess com

“ hetps: fuearn Facabook somitaybehbesr/
Opeming Howrs: Monday- Saturday 8 AM-330 PM

Taybeh Winery

Maiong Boutiqus Palestinin Wines since 2013

Main Swest, Taybeh Vilage, Ramallah Destrict

Tod, 02-2E38-9440, whoflaybetrmeny com, waw tagbetmanery com
Fitipes Ihwwear facebook com/Taybehwinery

Jpening Hours: Dasly 9 AM-5 PM

Zawyeh Gallery
Current exhabition: Bashar Fhaiaf | Solo exhebition |
12102019 - 12.12. 2019

T Presadent Square, Al-Baky', Albereh
Tal 02 2426486, Mob: 0537954597
zananifzaayeh net, wasw 2awyeh net

Telepherique & Sultan Tourist Center
Enjoy the panceramic view af Jerichs

Elsha's Spang, PO Box 12, Jesicha
Tel + 972 (2) 2331590, Fax: « 572 (2} 2321558
Infijericha-cablecar com, waw jencho-cablecar com

K3 senchocatiecar

ATTRACTIONS

e Fun Factory Rawabi
] Spacious mdeor amusomon] park that inboducss
fun, comiorn, and happiness lor alf ages

(0 Canter. Rawaby 566, Palasting
Ted 059 504 026, hnps Mwaw facebook comfuniaconmawab’

Rawabi

Rawabi Extreme
Excang outdoor gamas in the beautiful nature of Palesing,

Walina, Rawabi 666, Falkesting
Tad 059 420 4377, heips v facabock com/RawabExtrame

2 Sa'adeh Science &
hich lechnology House- Alnayzak
mh,w W biing joy and scence togethert and its for everyone?
SCEFCG POV Lecaton. Al Hag Streat i The Old Gity of Bwzed
Tel #5970 7 281 9523 +870 7 281 9040
Emml sciencehoisedainoyznk o, www souncohouse ps
li.ﬂ.l Nayzak - Soence and Technology House

g 5l g o




TRAVEL AGENCIES

_:D Daher Travel, Ltd.
" 14 Azzahra 5t PO Box 19055, Jenusalem

= Tel #4772 2 6283235, Fax: #9572 2 627 1574
Emai Dahest@netvision net i

George Garabedian & Co. L.T.D.

Tourist & Travel Bureau

% GGC 24 Saladin St , Jerusalem
Tcketing. +372-2-62883%4, Incoming. +97.2-2-6282398
0OCEGHC-jer.com, WW.ggc-jer com

SAMARA

Tourist & Travel Agency

| Greak Orthodax Fat Rd,, PO Box 14058 Jerusalem 9114001
Tel. #372-2-6276133, Telelax. +972-26271956
infodEsamaratours com, www SBmaraiours, com

PSURENT & FRAVER AN

Golden Globe Tours

] Ersal 51, Ersal Conber, Amaar Tower, 58 floor
] l'ﬂl.‘Ra Box 4181, El Bireh, Ramakah-Pelasting
ik Tel <072 2 221878 Fax «972 2 2421875, Mbl 972 56 2550031
SENE oL T Email: infoiipg-ours ps. Web:wamw pg-tours ps
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I ™% Fraternum Tours Ltd.

[ | 5=

= |1 PO Box 21727, Jenusalem §121701

] | W\ T|TY  Tel a7 26067117 or s972 28767227, Fax 49722 6767286
=] T Emal. IratermemiZbezoginl nel. Web: waw frobemumbours.com
o =L

o

—

= Laila Tours & Travel

Q LAILA Grand Park Hotel, Sacond Floor, Manger Street - Holy Land
I8 Yol T Phone: +070 2 27775874570 2 2T64E86, Fax +570 2 2777956
o) | TOURS« TRAVEL Mabde -572 526412817, Emad: team@isilatours.com

E weitw Lailalouts oo nl ailn Tours & Travel
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Photo courtesy of ESNCM.
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PROTECTION FROM
EXPLOITATION

HOW THE
CONVENTION
WORK

KEEPING FAMILIES
TOGETHER

PROTECTION
OF PRIVACY

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES
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MINORITY CULTURE,
LANGUAGE AND
RELIGION

CHILDREN IN
DETENTION

i

BEST INTERESTS
OF THE CHILD

CONTACT WITH
PARENTS ACROSS
COUNTRIES

HEALTH,
'WATER, FOOD,
ENVIRONMENT
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REST, PLAY,
CULTURE, ARTS

PROTECTION FROM
KIDNAPPING

RESPONSIBILITY
OF PARENTS

REVIEW OF
A CHILD'S
PLACEMENT

PROTECTION FROM
HARMFUL WORK

RECOVERY AND
REINTEGRATION

FAMILY GUIDANCE
AS CHILDREN
DEVELOP

RESPECT FOR
CHILDREN'S VIEWS

SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC HELP

PROTECTION FROM
HARMFUL DRUGS

CHILDREN WHO
BREAK THE LAW

ON THE
RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD

LIFE, SURVIVAL AND
DEVELOPMENT

SHARING
THOUGHTS FREELY
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CHILDREN
WITHOUT FAMILIES

FOOD, CLOTHING,
A SAFE HOME
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PROTECTION FROM
SEXUAL ABUSE

BEST LAW FOR
CHILDREN APPLIES
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NAME AND
NATIONALITY

CHILDREN WHO
ARE ADOPTED

ACCESS TO
EDUCATION

PREVENTION
OF SALE AND
TRAFFICKING

EVERYONE MUST
KNOW CHILDREN'S
RIGHTS




