
32

Ahmad Damen
Content Editor 

Elias Anastas 
Architect, Bethlehem

Omar Barghouti 
Human rights activist, Ramallah

Yasmeen El Khoudary 
Diwan Ghazza, Gaza

Raed Saadeh 
Activist and tourism expert, Jerusalem

Rawan Sharaf 
Director of Al Hoash, Jerusalem

Advisory Board

September 2014 An Eye on Science
October 2014 Habitat in Palestine
November 2014 Reviewing 
Education in Palestine

Forthcoming Issues

Telefax: +970/2 2-295 1262
e-mail: info@turbo-design.com
www.thisweekinpalestine.com
www.facebook.com/
ThisWeekInPalestine

Publisher: Sani P. Meo
Art Director: Taisir Masrieh
Graphic Designers:
Shehadeh Louis
Hassan Nasser

Printed by: 
Studio Alpha, Al-Ram, Jerusalem
Binding by: 
Al-Ebda’, Al-Ram, Jerusalem
Maps: Courtesy of PalMap - GSE
Distribution in the West Bank: 
CityExpress

Social Media 
in Palestine

	 4	 	 Would Social Media Bring Freedom to 
Palestine?

	 8	 	 Tell Your Story Today!
	14		 Social Media, Cyberspace, and 

Palestinian Digital Identity
	20		 Why I Will Never Join Facebook
	24		 Whoever Said Social Media Is Low-

Cost?
	28		 Social Media
	32		 A Tool for Socialising or Advertising?
	36		 A Social Media Battleground
	40		 Gaza is Trending
	42		 Facebook Branding: an Emerging Yet 

Critical Trend in Palestine
	46		 The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
	52		 Taghyeer for Social Media
	54		 In the Limelight
	60		 Reviews
	64		 Events

	66-84		 Listings
	85-97		 Maps

	98		 The Last Word

Cover photo: A child from Gaza - 
July 2014. Photo by Shareef Sarhan.

The views presented in the articles do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the publisher.

Maps herein have been prepared solely for the 
convenience of the reader; the designations and 
presentation of material do not imply any expression 
of opinion of This Week in Palestine, its publisher, 
editor, or its advisory board as to the legal status of 
any country, territory, city, or area, or the authorities 
thereof, or as to the delimitation of boundaries or 

national affiliation.

I remember the first time I held a copy of This Week in 
Palestine more than 15 years ago. I felt a mysterious 
connection to this magazine as a teenager, but I never 
could have imagined that one day I’d join in to be the 
magazine’s content editor. 

Greetings to all TWiP readers. 

My name is Ahmad Damen. In addition to being a 
passionate writer, I’m a soundtrack composer, oud 

player, and musician. I’ve also been trained and worked in the film industry for six 
years and directed two feature documentaries that enjoyed international success:

The Red Stone and Forbidden Pilgrimage.

I’m happy to introduce this as my first issue as editor of This Week in Palestine. 

Being a writer and media professional, I am constantly following developments 
in media. The emergence of “social media” changed everything. Nowadays, the 
morning ritual of the Palestinian housewives’ gatherings “ال�صباحية” have become 
back-and-forth discussions on a “wall”, bir thday wishes constantly beep on 
smartphones, and the (#) symbol has evolved to be much more than just a button 
on your mobile phone.

This issue of TWiP includes a variety of academics, businessmen, activists, and users 
offering their views and opinions on social media in general, and in Palestine specifically. 

While there are many Palestinians who are very enthusiastic about social media, 
there are some reasons to proceed with caution. A single “Tweet,” for example, may 
become a decisive factor in job hiring or firing, or sparking a “revolution” or a “riot”. 

We have seen some consequences in recent days in which Western journalists 
have been dismissed or reassigned to another country for Tweeting the true horror 
they have witnessed in Gaza.

The theme for this issue was determined months in advance, long before the 
current massacres in Gaza. It’s important to mention this so that our readers 
understand that TWiP absolutely did NOT choose social media as a way to join the 
spectators whose only expressions of resistance and empathy are clicking “Like” 
and “Retweet”. The tragedy is beyond what we can imagine—and it overshadows 
every page of this issue. 

We will continue publishing and spreading the word about Palestine no matter how 
many times the Israeli soldiers raid on our small office. We will continue to be a 
magazine by Palestinians and for Palestine. 

May all the innocent victims rest in peace!
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