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w talid Khalidi was born in 
Jerusalem in 1925 into 
a family that has lived 
in Jerusalem since the 
eleventh century and has 

produced a line of respected scholars 
and judges. After the family was forced 
to leave their home in Jerusalem in 
1948, they settled in Lebanon. 

Dr. Khalidi received his BA from the 
University of London and his Master of 
Literature from Oxford University. He 
taught at the Faculty of Oriental Studies 
at Oxford University until he resigned in 
protest over the British involvement in 
the invasion of Egypt to retain control 
of the Suez Canal. Dr. Khalidi then 
took up a position at the American 
University of Beirut, where he remained 
until 1982. Subsequently, he became a 
research fellow at the Harvard Center 
for International Affairs, also teaching at 
Princeton University. Dr. Khalidi is a co-
founder of the Royal Scientific Society 
of Amman, a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and 
influential in scholarship, institutional 
development, and diplomacy. 

In 1963, Dr. Khalidi co-founded the 
Institute for Palestine Studies and 
remained its secretary until 2017. This 

is the foremost academic institute 
dealing with Palestinian affairs. It has 
published hundreds of books in English 
and Arabic on Palestine as well two 
highly respected English and Arabic 
journals. He has published many books, 
including From Haven to Conquest and 
Before Their Diaspora.

arif Khalidi, born in Jerusalem in 1938, is a brother of Walid Khalidi. 
He received his first two degrees from University College, Oxford, and 
a PhD from the University of Chicago, before becoming a professor in 
the Department of History at the American University of Beirut from 
1970 to 1996. In 1985, he accepted a one-year position as senior 

research associate at St Anthony’s College, Oxford, and from 1991 to 1992 he 
was a visiting overseas scholar at St John’s College, Cambridge.

In 1996, he left Beirut to become a professor of Arabic at Cambridge University, 
filling the oldest chair of Arabic in the English-speaking world. In addition, he was 
director of the Centre for Middle East and Islamic Studies and a Fellow of King’s 
College, Cambridge. In 2002, Professor Khalidi returned to the American University 
of Beirut, taking on the Sheikh Zayed Chair in Islamic and Arabic Studies, the first 
chair to be filled at the university since the civil war.

Dr. Tarif Khalidi has published many books, including Images of Muhammad 
(Random House, 2009), The Muslim Jesus (Harvard University Press, 2001), 
Arabic Historical Thought in the Classical Period (Cambridge University Press, 
1995), and Classical Arab Islam (Darwin Press, 1996).  He has also published a 
recent translation of the Qur'an (Penguin, 2008) and edited a collection of essays, 
Land Tenure and Social Transformation in the Middle East (Syracuse University 
Press, 1985).

Dr. Khalidi's translation of the Qur'an has been praised by the Times Literary 
Supplement as a "landmark in the history of Qur'an translations." The Guardian 
called it a "magnificent achievement" and praised its author for communicating 
the meaning of the original Arabic text while capturing its allusiveness, tone, 
and texture, and for offering a new perspective. While Muslims have considered 
previous translations a source of discomfort, distorting the meaning of the original 
holy book, Dr. Khalidi’s faithful translation shows “a shift from the old Orientalist 
way of presenting the Qur'an in English to a new inclusive way that takes Muslims' 
appreciation of their sacred text into account” (The Guardian).


