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benefit all people and the entire planet. Success in this 
new ambitious agenda for global action will be driven by 
leaders, governments, and people, especially at the local 
level. The Goals should matter to all of us: we all have a 
shared responsibility for our future. 

By working united, shared problems can be overcome. 
With new, interconnected Sustainable Development Goals 
that apply to all, we can go much further in order to end all 
forms of poverty, ensure that no one is left behind, tackle 
unsustainable practices, and chart a dignified future for all 
people in all countries. 

Therefore, the establishment of an environment conducive 
towards supporting Palestinian resilience and the right to 
freedom, dignity, and self-determination will propel the 
achievement of the SDGs in the State of Palestine. UNDP 
stands ready to support the State of Palestine as it develops 
its plans for making the SDGs a reality – the Sustainable 
Development Goals matter to Palestinians, too! 

Roberto Valent is the Special Representative of the 
Administrator for UNDP’s Programme of Assistance to 
the Palestinian People (UNDP/PAPP). Prior to his current 
position, Mr Valent was the UN Resident Coordinator 
and UNDP Resident Representative in El Salvador and 
Belize. From 2007-2010, Mr Valent was Deputy Special 
Representative at UNDP/PAPP. From 2005-2007 he was 
Deputy Country Director in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and assigned as Deputy Resident Representative 
in Sudan from 2002-2005. Mr. Valent began his career 
with UNDP in 1995 in Albania. An Italian national, Mr Valent 
holds a BA and a Master’s Degree in Political Sciences 
from Bologna University, Italy, followed by another 
Master’s Degree in International Relations from Sussex 
University, United Kingdom.

United Nations Development Programme 
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian 
People
UNDP partners with people at all levels of 
society to help build nations that can withstand 
crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of growth 
that improves the quality of life for everyone. 
On the ground in more than 170 countries and 
territories, we offer global perspective and local 
insight to help empower lives and build resilient 
nations.
UNDP’s Programme of Assistance to the 
Palestinian People (UNDP/PAPP) owes its origin 
to a resolution adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly on 20 December 1978, calling 
upon UNDP “to improve the economic and social 
conditions of the Palestinian people”. 

In partnership with Palestinian institutions, civil society, communities and 
donors, UNDP’s goal is to empower the Palestinian People to establish a 
viable State that is able to realize the right to development for its people and 
support their socio-economic resilience. Since its establishment, UNDP/
PAPP has delivered over USD 1.5 billion in development assistance to the 
Palestinian People, and generated over 3.5 million workdays. 
UNDP/PAPP places empowerment, resilience and sustainability at the 
centre of its operation and focuses on three priority areas: the Gaza Strip, 
East Jerusalem and Area C, where the needs are the greatest. UNDP/
PAPP focuses on democratic governance and the rule of law, economic 
empowerment and private sector development, environment and 
management of natural resources, as well as public and social infrastructure. 
UNDP/PAPP’s support in the governance sector is aligned to Palestinian 
national priorities and focuses on the rule of law and access to justice, 
national unity and social cohesion, inclusion and participation, local 
governance, and public administration reform to build strong and 
accountable institutions. 
To reduce poverty, UNDP prioritizes support to the most vulnerable 
communities and families through sustainable economic empowerment 
approaches that help people enhance their self-reliance and become gradually 
less reliant on aid. Efforts are made in the areas of promoting private sector 
productivity, employment schemes, and micro-entrepreneurship, social 
safety nets for the most vulnerable families, agricultural management, and 
basic infrastructure for improved service delivery. 
UNDP/PAPP’s environment and natural resources portfolio focuses 
on strengthening environmental and water governance, mobilizing 
environmental financing, improving access to environmental services 
such as water supply and sanitation, solid waste management, and energy; 
mainstreaming environment and climate change, and developing the 
capacities of Palestinian State institutions in climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. 
UNDP/PAPP also focuses on social, public and economic infrastructure 
as well as early recovery and reconstruction to support the resilience of 
Palestinian marginalized communities, especially in Area C, East Jerusalem 
and the Gaza Strip. Interventions cover five key sectors; access to energy, 
transportation, housing, education and health. 
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