
22

“We write to draw attention to the recent 
report to UN-Habitat on planning in 
the West Bank (http://unhabitat.org/
planning-needs-to-change-in-the-
occupied-west-bank-un-habitat/). 
The repor t gives the findings of 
an International Advisory Board of 
experienced planners, led by RTPI 
Past President Cliff Hague. It explains 
how planning is being used to block 
development and impede much-
needed infrastructure investment in 
Palestinian villages, while facilitating 
the construction of Israeli settlements 
which are illegal under international 
law. As experienced planners, we are 
concerned at planning being used in 
this discriminatory way. We assert the 
need for planning practices to be fair, 
inclusive and enabling, and to be used 
as a means of building trust within and 
between communities.”

Use Planning to Deliver Human 
Rights

The fact that Israel has the responsibility 
for planning in Area C does not mean 
that it has to operate the planning 
system in the way in which it is 
currently conducting it. Community 
involvement is a central feature of 
most planning systems across the 
world. Decisions are taken locally, 
except where developments have 
impacts on a wider scale. The effective 
exclusion of Palestinians living in Area 
C from decisions about small-scale 
developments that have only local 
effects is unnecessary and inequitable. 
A system of Local Planning Councils, 
based on clusters of villages, should 

1 UN-Habitat, (2015), Spatial Planning in Area C of the Israeli Occupied West Bank of the Palestinian Territory: 
Report of an International Advisory Board, available at http://unhabitat.org/spatial-planning-in-area-c-of-the-
israeli-occupied-west-bank-of-the-palestinian-territory/.

2 Administrative Justice and Tribunals Council, (2010), Principles for Administrative Justice, available at http://
ajtc.justice.gov.uk/docs/principles_web.pdf.

3 Cliff Hague, (2015), 18 RTPI Past Presidents sign letter on planning in Palestine, Cliff Hague: Urbanization and 
Planning, available at http://www.cliffhague.com/index.php/component/k2/item/200-18-rtpi-past-presidents-
sign-letter-on-planning-in-palestine

be reconstituted and given powers to 
decide on local outline plans and to 
issue building permits. 

In Area C, planning needs to become 
– as it is elsewhere nowadays – an 
enabling process rather than a purely 
restrictive mechanism. This means 
ensuring an adequate land supply to 
meet development needs over a five 
to ten-year period, and a proactive 
approach towards infrastructure and 
connectivity. Plans need to identify and 
promote development opportunities. 

The international community should 
continue to suppor t the process of 
making local plans with the aim of 
getting comprehensive coverage in 
Area C. As suggested above, approval 
of plans should rest with the re-
established Local Planning Councils. 
The plans should be reviewed every 
five years. However, to expedite the 
plan preparation and adoption process 
and to integrate development spatially, 
plans should be prepared for areas 
based on clusters of villages and the 
space between them. 

Such reforms could create the basis 
for a planning system based on human 
rights. They could dramatically improve 
development opportunities not just in 
Area C, but in the West Bank as a whole.

Cliff Hague is Emeritus Professor of 
Planning and Spatial Development 
at Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and a Past President of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute and of 
the Commonwealth Association of 
Planners. He chaired the International 
Advisory Group that reported on 
planning in Area C.

UN-Habitat is the United Nations programme working towards 
a better urban future. Its mission is to promote socially and 
environmentally sustainable villages, towns, and cities and 
the achievement of adequate shelter for all. Cities are facing 
unprecedented demographic, environmental, economic, social, 
and spatial challenges. There has been a phenomenal shift towards 
urbanization, with six out of every ten people in the world 
expected to reside in urban areas by 2030. In the State of Palestine, 
approximately seventy percent of the West Bank population live in 
urban areas – mostly in Bethlehem, Hebron, Jerusalem, Nablus, and 
Ramallah – while in Gaza, eighty percent of the population does.  
In the absence of effective urban planning, the consequences of this 
rapid urbanization will be dramatic. In many places around the world 
the effects can already be felt: lack of proper housing and growth of 
slums, inadequate and out-dated infrastructure – be it roads, public 
space, public transport, water, sanitation, or electricity – escalating 
poverty and unemployment, safety and crime problems, pollution 
and health issues, as well as poorly managed natural or man-made 
disasters and other catastrophes due to the effects of climate change. 
Mindsets, policies, and approaches towards urbanization need to 
change in order for the growth of cities and urban areas to be turned 
into opportunities that will leave nobody behind. UN-Habitat is at 
the helm of that change, supporting governments in over seventy 
countries to harness the power of urbanization for the benefit of 
citizens. Mandated by the UN General Assembly in 1978 to address 
the issues of urban growth, it is a knowledgeable institution on urban 
development processes and understands the aspirations of cities 
and their residents. For close to forty years, UN-Habitat has been 
working throughout the world, focusing on building a brighter future 
for villages, towns, and cities of all sizes. Because of these four 
decades of extensive experience, from the highest levels of policy to 
a range of specific technical issues, UN-Habitat has gained a unique 
and universally acknowledged expertise in all things urban. This 
has placed UN-Habitat in the best position to provide answers and 
achievable solutions to the current challenges faced by our cities. 
UN-Habitat is capitalizing on its experience and position to work 
with partners in order to formulate the urban vision of tomorrow. It 
works to ensure that cities become inclusive and affordable drivers 
of economic growth and social development.  Since 2003, UN-
Habitat has supported Palestinians in their ambitions for a better 
urban future.


