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Rifqa - A Refugee and a 
Destination (excerpt)
She worked,
worked, 
and worked 
until survival was a funny story to tell 
on nostalgic evenings, with 
what remains of the family. 

Ears Then Echoes (excerpt)
The streets were renamed 
but never re-walked 
they don’t know how our feet 
take onto the streets 
they don’t understand what 
land means to us
they don’t see my body 
as a root 
but my body is treed 
and I will fruit their goddamn 
colonized roads 
with the names they try to deaf and 
defeat 
the truths they tint and neglect
and I’ll brick them a lesson learned
and I’ll brick them a mirror indeed.

Flamboyance Takes Spine 
(excerpt)
Flamboyance comes burdened, 
I’ve carried my truth stitched and 
altered 
in settings I have wandered and settings 
that wandered me: 
staring eyes in barbershops 
different staring eyes at airports 
and eyes I have made up. 

I Won’t Tell Atlanta About You 
(excerpt)
Once I get there, 
I’ll replant my will to love,
and I’ll worship another city 
that will worship me back 
until it serves me checkpoints 
of another kind. 

Warzone Poets (excerpt)
As writers 
of backgrounds oppressed, wounded 
and stitched with the verb of pain 
we cannot choose 
for bullets to be metaphors 
we cannot use 
br u ises poet ica l ly,  b lood as a 
representation 
of a non-physical, untouchable red 
reality 
and thirst as another word for drought 
we cannot. 

Personal Definition (excerpt)
Poetry is an attempt
at rooming the unexplainable shivering
the volcano on the tip of one’s tongue
the wound in which a mother disowns 
a child
grief and its moons
and chaining all of that in the prison
of comas
and dots
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Towards a Better 
Year for Women
Greater Achievement 
of Gender Equality

By Mohammad Yacoub

or tens of thousands of years, Homo sapiens lived in matriarchal 
societies. When patriarchy appeared, males began to oppress women 
under ideological pretexts. Only recently has humanity moved towards 
greater recognition of women’s rights and achievements. Women have 
become true and vital partners in the making of modern civilization. 
But despite great recent developments, patriarchy has prevailed. 

In 2015, the UN member states adopted a roadmap that aims to lead 
to sustainable development by 2030 and outlines gender equality as 
one of its main goals. Here, “women’s empowerment is recognized as 
a vital means to help accelerate sustainable development, [deemed] a 
key stand-alone development goal (SDG5), and gender mainstreamed 
in all other goals.” Such recognition is no doubt a great objective and 
may serve as a motivation to unify humanity – with the exception 
of the blocs that still place women in a lower status than men, as if 
inequality were a natural rather than historical phenomenon, a custom 
that grew under specific circumstances and will disappear once those 
circumstances have been removed.

So where do women stand now? In brief: Constituting 51 percent of 
the world’s population, only half of women are officially considered 
to be economically active (as opposed to over three-quarters of 
men); they are more likely than men to engage in domestic work 
without pay or benefits. Around 60 percent of countries do not 
ensure equal opportunities in hiring practices, equal remuneration 
for equal work, or even allow women to carry out the same jobs as 
men. The percentage of women in parliaments and local authorities 
is estimated to range from 10–22 percent. Women constitute 50 
percent of university graduates and 22 percent of university faculty. 
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None of the achievements in gender awareness and promotion 
of gender equality would have been possible without the 
struggles, sacrifices, and perseverance shown by women.

Women are main contributors to food 
security: worldwide, they produce more 
than 50 percent of food, are responsible 
for the more time-consuming and labor-
intensive tasks of crop and livestock 
production, preserve biodiversity, 
prepare meals, and care for the basic 
needs of households.  The media sector 
is still male-dominated and promotes 
gender stereotypes. Organized women’s 
movements can be found all over the 
globe, with an international women’s 
union that cannot be overlooked or 
ignored by the UN or by governments 
worldwide; significant standards have 
been set through women’s advocacy. 
In 1977, the UN recognized March 
8 as International Women’s Day and 
decreed it a holiday for the celebration 
of women’s achievements, and a 
Commission on the Status of Women 
was established under the UN Economic 
and Social Council in order to promote 
gender equality in all areas of work. 

While we have success stories to 
celebrate, we should not be blinded 
from the fact that patriarchy is still 
predominant in culture, economy, 
politics, and homes – even though 
constitutions that stress gender 
equality have been adopted in many 
countries. Power relations are marred 
by inequality, and violence against 
women is prevalent: Some societies 
still maintain polygamy, the international 
sex trade is flourishing, and organized 
prost i tut ion and female geni ta l 
mutilation prevail. The UN secretary 
poignantly called for 2030 to be a year 
free from AIDS, whereas currently only 
18 million out of 30 million women with 
AIDS receive treatment.

In the words of Phumzile Mlambo-
Ngcuka, executive director of UN 
Women, “Women and girls are critical 
to finding sustainable solutions to 
the challenges of poverty, inequality, 
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and the recovery of the communities 
hardest hit by conflicts, disasters, 
and displacements… Their leadership 
is insufficiently recognized but must 
emerge with greater par ticipation 
in decision-making bodies… The 
par ticipation of women at all levels 
and the strengthening of women’s 
movements have never been so critical, 
working together with boys and men, 
to empower nations, build stronger 
economies and healthier societies.” 

Women’s struggles are at the forefront 
of the global struggle for equality and 
freedom, and working in solidarity 
with all the movements who believe 
in gender equality. If we combine our 
efforts in the coming years, we will 
definitely be able to reap the fruits of 
our labor.

Mohammad Yacoub is deputy chief 
of the UNRWA Jerusalem Area Office, 

Equality in power relations 
between men and women 
requires economic and 
political conditions that 
promote a culture of equality 
and human freedom.

responsible for the Jerusalem areas in 
the West Bank. He is one of the founders 
of El-Funoun Popular Dance Troupe, the 
leading Palestinian traditional dabkeh 
group in Palestine. He is a renowned 
Palestinian folk singer and has played 
a key role in the development and 
advancement of the Edward Said 
National Conservatory of Music. 
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