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r t
a m z i  K h a m i s  i s  a 
physician and researcher 
who  spec i a l i z es  i n 
interventional cardiology. 
He was educated at 

the Collège des Frères in Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem before leaving his 
hometown of Beit Jala at the age of 
16 to study in the United Kingdom. 
After studying medicine at Bristol 
University he specialized in internal 
medicine, cardiology, and interventional 
cardiology in leading UK institutions. 
Dr. Khamis earned a PhD from Imperial 
College London where he is now 
a consultant cardiologist. He is an 
internationally renowned opinion-
leader in interventional cardiology and 
cardiovascular science. He and his 
team discovered a new link between 
the immune system and its role in 
the body’s endogenous protection 
from heart attacks. Furthermore, they 
successfully developed a new imaging 
technique to target the dangerous fatty 
deposits within arteries of the heart. 
They are now working tirelessly to 
discover new ways to use the immune 
system in combating heart disease, the 
world’s biggest killer.  

Dr. Khamis has won a number of 
awards, among them the British 
Cardiovascular Investigator of the Year 
Award (2014). When recently selected 
as Young Leader by the American 
Cardiovascular Research Technologies 
organization in 2017, Ramzi was asked 
about his drive in balancing a difficult 
medical specialty with cutting-edge 
science. His response? “My inspiration 
comes from having a loving and 
supportive family. My father, a true 
inspiration, dedicated his life to others. 
My mother, wonderful seven sisters, 
wife, and two children are absolute 
rocks in this mission to battle heart 
disease and provide hope to millions 
of families affected by it.”  

Working with institutions in Palestine, 
Dr. Khamis believes strongly that 
Palestinians deserve the best medical 
care that can be provided; like the care 
available to Israelis who live only a few 
miles away but are separated by an 
unnecessary wall.

he first micro-brewed 
beer in the Middle East 
was brewed by Taybeh 
resident Nadim Canaan 
Khoury. He produces 

a high-quality premium natural beer 
brewed according to the German Purity 
Law that dictates using only natural 
ingredients. Today, many others brew 
German-style beer in the region, but 
master brewer Nadim Khoury made 
history in 1994 when he co-founded 
Taybeh Brewing Company. In 1997, his 

unique recipe was given to Germany, 
making Taybeh Beer the first product 
to be franchised and produced outside 
of Palestine. 

In 2005, together with his brother David, 
Nadim introduced the Oktoberfest to 
Palestine with the campaign to support 
local products and boost the local 
economy during the harsh final years 
of the Palestinian Uprising.

Today, visitors to the ancient village of 
Taybeh will also find the first Palestinian 
family-owned boutique winery. The 
establishment of the Taybeh Winery is 
Nadim’s dream come true, since he had 
long wanted to give Palestine an identity 
in the wine world. The first grapes were 
crushed in August 2013 and labeled 
“Nadim” Merlot, Cabernet, Syrah, 
Sauvignon Blanc, and Zeini (after one of 
the 21 indigenous Palestinian grapes). 

Making high-quality premium products 
has been Nadim’s mission since he 
returned from his studies in the United 
States with the false hopes raised by 
the Oslo Peace Agreement (1993). His 
pride and joy are not only Taybeh beer 
and wine; he is also very proud of his 
only son Canaan (a Harvard graduate, 
wine maker, and master brewer who 
just received the highest scores on 
the international brewing exam) and 
his three daughters, Madees (the only 
female brewer in Palestine), Nadeen, 
and Raneen. 

Taybeh Brewery made history as the first of its kind in Palestine.


