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a n d a  A b d e l - Fa t t a h 
was born in Australia 
to an Egyptian mother 
a n d  a  Pa l e s t i n i a n 
father. Wearing many 

hats – academic, lawyer, author, 
mother, community advocate, media 
commentator – she has tried over 
the years to raise awareness about 
the Palestinian yearning for justice. 
She practiced law for ten years and 
holds a PhD in sociology, focusing her 
work on the topic of Islamophobia and 
race in Australia. Currently, she is an 
Honorary Research Fellow at Macquarie 
University. 

Randa’s doctoral research inspired 
her to write the novel When Michael 
Met Mina, which explores issues of 
race and refugees in Australia and 
recently won the prestigious Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award and People’s 
Choice Award. Randa has written 11 
award-winning novels that have been 
published in over fifteen countries 
in multiple translations. Her novels 

address issues of identity, belonging, 
and political consciousness among 
young Australians, both Muslim and 
non-Muslim. She has been invited to 
run writing workshops for teenagers in 
the United Kingdom, the United States, 
Sweden, Qatar, Egypt, Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, and Malaysia. Her books 
are studied as par t of primary and 
high school curricula in Australia, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, 
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. 
Randa’s novel Where the Streets Had 
a Name is set in Palestine and currently 
in stage production by Australia’s 
leading children’s theatre company; 
the play will open in late 2017. The 
adaptation involves a collaborative 
project with writers and actors, and 
incorporates the running of storytelling 
workshops in schools about the novel’s 
themes of refugees, identity, and family. 
Randa hopes to bring Palestine into 
classrooms, and the students who have 
so far been exposed to it have loved 
the experience! Randa’s first novel, 
Does My Head Look Big In This? is 
currently being adapted as a feature 
film. It will be the first Australian film 
written by a Muslim woman and deals 
with a Muslim Palestinian teenage 
girl’s navigation through her identity, 
as she struggles with racism in a post 
9/11 world. Over the years, Randa has 
seen an increasing openness towards 
and embracing of the Palestinian 
cause. There is an undeniable shift 
in the balance of moral power. Randa 
is convinced that this shift has come 
about par tly due to intersections 
between the work of politics, academia, 
activism, culture, and the arts.
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R
ones Saadeddin Abu-
A s a b  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Jerusalem and grew up in 
Al-Bireh. He holds a PhD 
from Ohio University in 

phylogenetic systematics (a field within 
biology that reconstructs evolutionary 
history and studies the patterns of 
relationships among organisms). 

Dr. Abu-Asab has taught at Birzeit 
and Al-Quds universit ies (West 
Bank, Palestine), and worked at the 
Smithsonian Institution (Washington, 
DC), Walter Reed Army Institute of 
Research (Silver Spring, Maryland), 
and George Washington University’s 
School of Medicine (Washington, DC). 
In 1998, he joined the Laboratory 
of Pathology at the National Cancer 
Institute in Bethesda, Maryland, and 
since 2011, he has served as a senior 
scientist at the National Eye Institute 
of the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland. In his current 
position, he works on clinical and 
research projects in ultrastructural 
pathology, which focuses on the fine 

structural changes that take place as a 
result of disease processes.

Dr. Abu-Asab’s record of publication 
is diverse and includes papers and 
book chapters on bioinformatics, 
tumor biology, systematics, virology, 
traditional medical systems, and global 
warming. His 2001 publication on 
global warming prompted a change in 
the date of the famous Cherry Blossom 
Festival in Washington, DC, USA, which 
is now held one week earlier than 
originally scheduled. Most recently, he 
is an advocate of the highly innovative 
method of applying phylogenetic 
analysis to clinical data of cellular 
metabolism and proteins in biomedical 
research. He has published on the topic 
since 2006, and his analyses have 
shown that phylogenetic algorithms 
are a multidimensional tool that can be 
utilized for diagnosis, disease modeling, 
genotype profiling and subtyping, and 
for the discovery of biomarkers in 
cancer that greatly aid in the prevention 
and early diagnosis of the disease. 

In 2013, he published Avicenna’s 
Medicine, a book on the scientific 
interpretation of the traditional Arabic 
and Islamic medical system, which has 
since become a major reference in the 
field of integrative medicine.

Cell death is studied using electron microscopy. The 
image shows a cell undergoing necroptosis, a type 
of cell death that takes place in tissues and results in 
inflammation. The image shows the fragmentation of 
the cell nucleus and the formation of many vacuoles 
and lipid droplets (the grey-looking circles). The image 
was taken in Dr. Abu-Asab’s laboratory.
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