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anan  Ash raw i  i s  a 
distinguished Palestinian 
leader, legislator, activist, 
and scholar. Born and 
raised in Ramallah, she 

received both a BA and an MA from 
the American University of Beirut and 
a PhD in medieval and comparative 
literature from the University of Virginia 
in the United States. Moreover, she is 
the recipient of 11 honorary doctorates 
from universities in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and the Arab world. 
Dr. Ashrawi was dean of the Faculty 
of Arts at Birzeit University and head 
of its Legal Aid Committee from 
the mid-1970s until she began to 
serve as a member of the Leadership 
Committee and official spokesperson of 
the Palestinian delegation to the Middle 
East peace process beginning with the 
Madrid Peace Conference of 1991. 
In 1995, she was appointed Minister 
of Higher Education and Research in 
the Palestinian Authority and elected 
to the Palestinian Legislative Council 
representing Jerusalem in 1996; she 
was re-elected for the “Third Way” 
bloc ticket in 2006. Making history as 
the first woman to hold a seat in the 

highest executive body in Palestine, she 
was elected a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) in 2009.

As a civil-society activist, Dr. Ashrawi 
founded the Independent Commission 
for Human Rights (ICHR) in 1994 and 
served as its commissioner-general 
until 1995. In 1998 she founded 
MIFTAH, the Palestinian Initiative for 
the Promotion of Global Dialogue and 
Democracy, where she continues to 
serve as head of its board of directors. 
In 1999 she founded the National 
Coalition for Accountability and Integrity 
(AMAN). Dr. Ashrawi serves on the 
advisory boards of several global, 
regional, and local organizations that 
deal with such issues as human rights, 
women’s rights, policy formation, 
peacemaking, and nation building. 

Dr. Ashrawi is the recipient of numerous 
awards from all over the world, including 
the distinguished French decoration, 
Knight of the Legion of Honor (2016), 
the 2005 Mahatma Gandhi International 
Award for Peace and Reconciliation, the 
2003 Sydney Peace Prize, the 2002 
Olof Palme Prize, the 1999 International 
Women of Hope “Bread and Roses,” 
and many more. 

She is the author of several books, 
ar ticles, poems, and shor t stories 
on Palestinian politics, culture, and 
literature. Dr. Ashrawi is married to 
Emile Ashrawi and has two daughters, 
Amal and Zeina.
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Vera Baboun is from 
Bethlehem. She is a 
mother of five and the 
widow of the mar tyr 

Hanna Ibrahim Baboun. Her life changed 
after the arrest of her husband, and she 
decided to continue her education 
at Bethlehem University where she 
obtained a bachelor’s degree in English 
literature and then a master’s degree 
in American ethnic literature. Baboun 
was a lecturer for 20 years in English 
language and literature at Bethlehem 
University, gave classes in the gender 
and development module for the 
university’s graduate program MICAD, 
and served as headmistress of the 
Greek Catholic School in Beit Sahour. 
In October 2012 she became the city’s 
first elected female mayor. 

Being mayor of the city with the 
highest unemployment rate in Palestine, 
Baboun has been keen – throughout her 
journey – to give youth the space they 
need to excel in society. She has stated, 
“Youth are the backbone of our nation. 
We can change the future of society by 
involving them in the decision-making 
process.”

St rengthen ing women in  the i r 
communities and enforcing their role 
is of equal impor tance to Baboun. 
She was part of the GRACE network 
of churches, and by contributing 
the chapter titled “Scheherazades 
of Today: Young Palestinian women 
use film, radio and social networking 
platforms to speak up and change,” 
she represented Palestine in the book 
that it published. Fur thermore, she 
has par ticipated in and spoken at 
conferences such as the Seventeenth 
Annual Women’s Conference for Peace 
in the Middle East, “Women, Culture 
and Values: Building Lasting Peace 
in the Middle East” in Paris (2013), 
and the First Women Mayors’ Summit 
in Avcilar, Turkey (2015). She also 
played a vital role in the G7 Summit in 
London (2015). In November 2016, she 
published a book entitled: Pour L’amour 
de Bethléem: ma ville emmurée.

Vera Baboun’s intention of consolidating 
Bethlehem’s culture and identity locally 
and internationally has made her the 
first mayor to pay special attention 
to the diaspora. She has visited 
Palestinian emigrants in Latin America 
and organized the First Bethlehem 
District Diaspora Convention.

Baboun believes in the universality 
of Bethlehem and desires to see it 
flourish; she has focused her efforts on 
attaining that goal. She has expanded 
Bethlehem’s municipal  borders 
(2016), realized a new organizational 
master plan (the previous plan dated 
from 1958), and improved municipal 
services. 


